
October 2016 

President’s Column 

- Andy Stewart (KB1OIQ) 

It has been nice to unwind a bit from the 
flurry of activity surrounding Field Day, 13 
Colonies, and then the ARRL New England 
Convention in Boxboro. For me, that's the 
busiest time of the "ham radio" year.  I write 
this article enjoying some much needed 
relaxation at my favorite coffee shop. 

The cooler October weather is upon us, 
and that can only mean one thing, and that 
is NEAR-Fest!  I attended on Friday and the 
weather couldn't have been better!  It was 
sunny, very light breeze, and the 
temperature was in the mid 50s.  I was 
looking around to find things that I didn't 
know that I needed.  It was great to see 8-10 
PART members in the crowd.  A few items 
followed me home, including a chrome 
McElroy stream bug, which I look forward to 
using on the air. 

I went to The Candy Store a couple of 
weeks ago, and an ICOM 7300 followed me 
home.  This is an incredibly nice rig, and 
contains a lot of features for its price range.  
I've started comparing it to my ICOM 
746PRO.  I know at least 2 other PART 
members who have this rig, and they were 
purchased within 15 minutes of my 
purchse(!).  With Linux, this rig works 
flawlessly and quite easily with the 
development version of hamlib. 

I coupled this rig to a 500 watt Dentron 
amplifier and my G5RV, and easily broke a 
pileup to speak to Roberto (I2VRN) in Italy 
on 40m phone, with a booming S9+10 signal 
report.  On CW, I had about a dozen contacts 
in just over 2 hours one evening.  Several 
QSOs were hello/goodbye, but the ragchew 

QSOs were the best, and I need practice in 
that area.  As a Senator in the SKCC Club, 
many SKCC members were interested in 
having a QSO with me, and getting my "S" 
for their awards. 

I had the occasion this weekend to spend 
time with a new ham, answering questions, 
and guiding his learning in a direction which 
interests him. I encourage people to do this, 
as elmering is a lot of fun, and a great way to 
give back to the hobby.  We have several new 
hams in the club, and I hope we can guide 
them and harness the energy and 
enthusiasm that motivated them to earn 
their licenses. 

As a club, PART continues to do well in 
my opinion.  We have over 100 paid 
members, and average around 35-40 people 
at meetings at our new location.  We've also 
been recently recognized as an ARRL Special 
Service Club.  There are only 3-4 other clubs 
in eastern Massachusetts that are recognized 
in this way.  Once again, ARRL recognized 
our breadth and depth, and we are quite 
fortunate indeed. 

At our next PART meeting, Bob (N1BE) 
Evans will give us a talk about arduinos, 
Raspberry Pi, and radio applications.  These 
popular single board computers are quite 
inexpensive and very well documented.  The 
online support is also very good.  If you like 
tinkering with computers and interfacing 
them to other circuits, you'll enjoy this talk.  
The meeting will start at 7:00 PM on 
Tuesday, October 18th, at the Cameron 
Senior Center in Westford. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwic2va4q_jKAhVGGD4KHQHLARQQjRwIBw&url=http://www.qrz.com/db/W5YL&psig=AFQjCNHwFkZGkcHWSyjg4cnQig7oFGj-1g&ust=1455576574282167


I was pleased to see three (3) people step 
up and volunteer to give a talk at the PART 
meeting.  Thank you!  (I guess my threat 
about giving another Linux talk worked!!).  
I'lI be working with you to see if your 
schedules dovetail with future PART 
meetings in November and January.   

Don't forget about the Saturday morning 
monthly breakfast, held always on the first 
Saturday of the month, at 8:00 AM at the 
Westford Regency Inn on Route 110.  This is 
a great time for socializing with your fellow 
hams. 

For you early birds, there is a weekly 
breakfast on Wednesday morning at 6:00 
AM at the Owl Diner, on Appleton St. in 
Lowell.  Both breakfast events are well 
attended. 

Coming up soon is the annual Pumpkin 
Patrol, where PART volunteers provide eyes 
and ears to the Westford Police department 
on Halloween night.  In addition, our annual 
Christmas/Holiday party will be held in 
December. Please stay tuned for more 
information. 

Have a lot of fun, and 73, Andy - KB1OIQ
 

Treasurer’s Report 

 

PART Treasury between 16-August '16 & 19-September '16 

(As of 20-September '16) 
 General Fund Repeater Fund Checking Total 

Old Balance $ 3,051.37 $ 4,481.72 $ 7,533,09 

Income $    354.00 $      23.97 $    377.97 

Expenses $     (64.23) $        0.00 $     (64.23) 

Net $    289.77 $      23.97 $    313.74 

New Balance $ 3,341.14 $ 4,505.69 $ 7,846,83 

 

PART 2016 Membership as of 13-October '16 
Individuals    Households 

    (= New for 2016    (= New for 2016 

+ Renew for 2016)         + Renew for 2016) 

Full ($25) 46  (=6 + 40) 46  (= 6 + 40)  
Senior ($15) 44 (=3 + 41)  44  (= 3 + 41) 

Family ($30) 19 (=1 + 18)   8 (= 0 + 8) 
Student ($15)   0 (= 0 +  0)    0 (= 0 + 0) 

Associate ($10)   0 (= 0 +  0)    0 (= 0 +  0)  

Grand Total   109 (= 10 + 99) 98 (= 9 + 89) 

ARRL members:  101 / 92.7% 

(Including ARRL Life members:  (13) 
NOTE:  No change since last month, 7-Sep ‘16 

 

##To pay dues##    -or- 

PART, P.O. Box 503, Westford, MA 01886-0015 Club Meeting, Cameron Senior Ctr., 7:00PM, 3
rd

 Tuesday 

Renew online by PayPal at: http://www.wb1gof.org/F_join/part_dues.html 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PART Officers: 

 

President:       Andy (KB1OIQ) Stewart 

Vice President:  Rich (AB1HD) Crisafulli 

Secretary:       Rick (W1RAG) Green 

Treasurer:       Alan (W1AHM) Martin 

Director-At-Large: Steve (W1KBE) Rimsa 

PART’s official mailing address is: 

PO Box 503 

Westford, MA 01886 

 

Our website is: http://wb1gof.org 

Our forum is: http://wb1gof.net/forums/  

Contact us at: info@wb1gof.org 
Follow us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/wb1gof  

Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/wb1gof  

 

New Members: 

NONE 

http://www.wb1gof.org/F_join/part_dues.html
http://wb1gof.org/
http://wb1gof.net/forums/
mailto:info@wb1gof.org
http://www.twitter.com/wb1gof
http://www.facebook.com/wb1gof
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Upcoming PART Meetings/Events 

October 18
th

  2016 

- PART Meeting. 7:00 -9:00 p.m. LOCATION: Cameron Senior Center, 20 Pleasant St. 
Oct 31

st
 2016 

- PART Pumpkin Patrol 1800-2200. Westford police station. 

Nov 5
th

 2016 

- PART monthly breakfast. Westford Regency. 8-10 AM ($15/$9; kids: $8 – see note below) 

Nov 15
th

 2016 

- PART Meeting. 7:00 -9:00 p.m. LOCATION: Cameron Senior Center, 20 Pleasant St. 

Dec 3
rd

 2016 

- PART monthly breakfast. Westford Regency. 8-10 AM ($15/$9; kids: $8 – see note below) 

Dec 20
th

 2016 

- NO PART Meeting. Holiday Dinner (more information to come) 

 

Monthly PART Meetings and Social Events 

 Every Sunday, 8 PM – PART Net on 146.955 repeater, Echolink Node 380799 

 Every 3
rd

 Tuesday, NEW TIME - 7:00 PM – PART Meetings at Cameron Senior Center 

 Every 1
st
 Saturday, 8 AM, Regency Inn Westford – PART Monthly Breakfast 

 Every Wednesday, 6 AM, Owl Diner Lowell – Breakfast 

The Billerica BARS VE team conducts VE Sessions on 2
nd

 Thursday of every 

month.  They are held in the church hall of Matthews Memorial Church, 128 

Gorham St, East Chelmsford at 7pm.  New license and upgrade tests.  Walk-Ins, 

not a problem. No Reservations needed. For more information, contact: Bruce 

W1LUS at 978-851-2886 Email Bruce W1LUS or Gary W1GFF at 978-453-

1100 Email Gary W1GFF. 

Ham Fleas/Events 

Links to Massachusetts hamfest websites (partial) 
Cambridge MA    Flea at MIT  http://www.swapfest.us  
Boxborough MA   NE ARRL Conv    http://www.boxboro.org  
Adams MA        N BerkshireARC http://www.nobarc.org/hamfest.htm  
Dartmouth MA    SEMARA http://www.semara.org/flea.htm  
Falmouth MA     FARA  http://www.falara.org  
Feeding Hills MA MTARA   http://www.mtara.org  
Framingham MA   FARA http://www.fara.org  & http://www.n1em.org  
Marlboro MA     AARC   http://www.qsl.net/n1em  
Newton MA       Waltham ARA Auction    http://www.wara64.org/auction  
Rockport MA     CAARA http://www.caara.net  
S Dartmouth MA  SEMARA  http://www.semara.org  
Wakefield MA    Photographica http://www.phsne.org  
Westford MA     NEAntiqueRC http://www.nearc.net  
Whately MA      FranklinCARC http://www.fcarc.org/news.htm  

Worcester MA    WPI ACM              http://acm.wpi.edu/swapmeet/ 

  

mailto:W1LUS@arrl.net
mailto:W1GFF@arrl.net
http://www.swapfest.us/
http://www.boxboro.org/
http://www.nobarc.org/hamfest.htm
http://www.semara.org/flea.htm
http://www.falara.org/
http://www.mtara.org/
http://www.fara.org/
http://www.n1em.org/
http://www.qsl.net/n1em
http://www.wara64.org/auction
http://www.caara.net/
http://www.semara.org/
http://www.phsne.org/
http://www.nearc.net/
http://www.fcarc.org/news.htm
http://acm.wpi.edu/swapmeet/
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New England Area Ham/Electronic Fleas: 
http://web.mit.edu/w1gsl/Public/ne-fleas  
2016 
29 Oct Gales Ferry CT TCARC @FireCo                Darryl WA1DD 860 443 7799  + 
30 Oct Hicksville NY LIMARC @Levitt Hall          Richard K2KNB 516 694 4937 A+  
5 Nov Bourne MA FARA @UpperCC VoTech $5@9 $10/S@7   Ralph N1YHS 508 548 0422  
+ 
3 Dec Windsor CT VR+C Mus 115 Pierson LN @8AM Indoor       John 860 673 0518  + 
2017 
21 Jan Whitman MA WARC 9AM@KoC Rt18                       Chris 781 523 5010 F+ 
11 Mar Chicopee MA MtTomARA  @8:30 S@6:30          Brian KC1BDF 860 478 6790  W   
31 Mar Lewiston ME AARC ME Conv @Ramada   @8        Ivan N1OXA 207 784 0350  W     
8 Ap Newton MA PHSNE Photographica Sat Only @AmLegion @9A  John 781 592 2553  + 
8 Ap Hampton NH PCARC @Masonic  $5@8 $10/T@7          Mark K1RX 603 775 0220 F+  
13 May E Greenbush NY EGARA  @FireCo                 Tom KC2FCP 518 272 1494 A+ 
8,10 Sept Boxboro MA FEMARA NE Conv                 Mike K1TWF 978 250 1235    
 
 
 
 
   Near-term local fleas 

Flea at MIT 
Sunday, 16-Oct'16 (Last MIT flea of the year) Buyers $6.00, 9:00AM-2:00PM ($1.00 discount with 
flyer: 
<http://web.mit.edu/w1mx/www/swapfest/swapfest-2016.08.pdf> ) Parking Lot&Garage on Albany 
St. Cambridge, at Portland St. 
<http://goo.gl/maps/KpTQO> 
<http://web.mit.edu/w1mx/www/swapfest/buyers-parking.pdf> 

 

http://web.mit.edu/w1gsl/Public/ne-fleas
http://web.mit.edu/w1mx/www/swapfest/swapfest-2016.08.pdf
http://goo.gl/maps/KpTQO
http://web.mit.edu/w1mx/www/swapfest/buyers-parking.pdf
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Ham Radio Classes 

The Nashua Area Radio Club will be giving weekend Ham Radio 
Licensing Classes this fall.  Here is their schedule: 
 
September 24-25   Technician Class 
October 22-23 General Class 
December 2-4 Amateur Extra Class 
 
Classes are held at Dartmouth Hitchcock Nashua, 2300 Southwood 
Drive in Nashua. 
 
You can find more information on our website at 
http://n1fd.org/2016/08/14/fall-2016-ham-radio-license-classes/ 

  

The PART monthly meetings are 
held at the Cameron Senior 
Center, 20 Pleasant Street in 
Westford. NOW STARTING AT 
7 PM 
 
Click here for the address and 
information. 

This is your pre-meeting reminder to add 
something to your weekly shopping to 
bring to the next meeting. Watch your e-
mail for specific needs this month.  
 
PART member donations have been 
greatly appreciated in the past and we 
hope to continue this great community 
service at every meeting.  

http://n1fd.org/2016/08/14/fall-2016-ham-radio-license-classes/
http://www.wb1gof.org/DrivingDirections/directions.html
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Public Service Events 

Baystate Marathon and Half Marathon in Lowell 

 Thanks to those that assisted in this 
year’s event help on Sunday October 16, 
2016. Assisting this year: 
 
Alan Martin W1AHM 
Brad Anselmo N1VUF 
Montayo Cardoza KC1GCP 
Chris Darmen N1XJI 
Ryan Saucier KC1GCL 
Ed Frechette AB1WJ 
Tim Pandiscio W0TJP 
Tom Kavanaugh KC1ELF 
Terry Stader KA8SCP 
Nikki Bickar KB1PWX 
Keilin Bickar KE1LIN 

 
 

   



 

P
ag

e7
 

PART Pumpkin Patrol in Westford  

PART once again is providing the 
Pumpkin Patrol service to the Town of 
Westford. Many of you are veterans and 
others may be volunteering for the first 
time... whichever you are... thank you in 
advance for your help! Pumpkin Patrol 
involves the use of Amateur Radio 
volunteers providing additional eyes and 
ears to the Town of Westford during the 
annual Trick or Treat event. Our purpose 
is to observe and report any potential safety concerns back to the PART Pumpkin Patrol Net Control 
Station which will be located at the Westford Police station. A report from one of our patrols will get 
handed off to the Westford PD dispatcher and addressed by the Town's public safety services. Our role is 
ONLY to report what we see and provide input to our Town's public safety departments. 
 
We normally require 5 - 8 radio operators per "shift" that will patrol various geographical sections of 
town. Maps and a checklist of locations to watch will be provided when you check-in for your assignment. 
Check-in occurs at the Westford Police station where we record your call sign and your vehicle 
information. You do NOT need to be a resident of the Town of Westford to volunteer, but a basic 
familiarity with the town's geography is a plus! 
 
We have quite a few new hams and club members this year. If warranted, a meeting prior to the event 

may be scheduled. This will give our new folks and veterans a chance to 
interact and become comfortable with the operation. 
 
The normal time for Trick-or-Treaters is 6 PM until 8 PM. Our activities 
have varied over the years, but we normally will run the operation from 
5:30 PM until 10:00 - 11:00 PM. If the weather is lousy, the net closure 
time will be adjusted accordingly. We try and accommodate every 
individual's schedule, we have run with 2 shifts in the past... an early and 
a late shift. We will accept your offer to assist at any time throughout the 
course of the evening. 

 
The plans are to use the WB1GOF 2 meter repeater, 146.955 (PL 74.4), for the entire event. So all a 
volunteer will need is a radio capable of operating on that frequency. A vehicle will help too... but if you 
don't drive and want to ride shotgun with another ham, we should be able to accommodate that as well. If 
you'd like to do a bike or foot patrol, please contact me and we could talk thru that kind of an operation. 
Contact Terry-KA8SCP (KA8SCP@WB1GOF.org) if you are interested or need more information. 
 
 
 

Amateur Radio News 

 
From eHam.net News:  

Terror Chatter? Hams Track Communications on Bengal-Bangla Borders: 
by hindustantimes.com on October 16, 2016  
Amateur radio operators in south Bengal have raised alarm over unauthorised radio communication along the 
Bengal-Bangladesh border. The communication is taking place using radio signals (very high frequency) at dead in 
the night and the sources of the signals are moving and speaking in code languages. When ham radio operators of 
Bengal tried speaking to them, they stopped communication briefly only to resume it again. After they brought the 
matter to the notice of the Centre, they were asked to monitor the signals round the clock. Interestingly, radio sets 

http://www.eham.net/
http://www.eham.net/articles/37776
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were found with the terrorists in recent Uri attacks that were used by them for communication with their bases in 
Pakistan. Alarmed, the ham operators have deployed 23 operators to monitor the signals round the clock. They 
also worked throughout the pujas.  

Retiring IARU Secretary Honored: 
by WIA on October 16, 2016  
The International Amateur Radio Union (IARU) has awarded the outgoing IARU Secretary Rod Stafford W6ROD, 
with the Michael J. Owen Memorial Award. The Owen Award is named after Michael VK3KI (sk) who died in 2012 
while serving the IARU Region 3 as its chair and being President of the Wireless Institute of Australia (WIA). He 
may be best remembered for his WRC-03 work on Article 25 - a package of revisions to the international Radio 
Regulations specific to the Amateur and Amateur-Satellite Services. His career of involvement began in the early 
1960s. Presenting the award at a dinner on the opening day of the IARU Region 2 General Assembly Chile was 
IARU President Tim Ellam VE6SH/G4HUA. Obviously surprised, Rod W6ROD was very grateful for being 
considered worthy of the honour describing Michael VK3KI as well remembered, and himself an example of 
dedication to the interest of our hobby. The Owen Award is bestowed upon an individual with “an outstanding 
trajectory of service to Amateur Radio,” IARU Region 2 said, in announcing Stafford as the award’s recipient.  

SPARC Part of NNJ/Middlesex ARES Simulate Emergency Test (SET): 
by tapinto.net on October 15, 2016  
On Saturday, Oct. 8th from 9 AM to 12 Noon members of the South Plainfield Amateur Radio Club participated in 
the annual ARRL NNJ SECTION ARES (Amateur Radio Emergency Service) SIMULATED EMERGENCY TEST 
Via Middlesex County ARES. The scenario involved a hurricane that was downgraded to a tropical storm. A Flood 
warning was issued for Monmouth County and portions of Middlesex County. In anticipation, county EOC’s in the 
NNJ section were put “on alert” as were other agencies such as the Red Cross, local hospitals and area shelters at 
the county and local municipal levels. ARES in the NNJ section was also put “on alert” and the section net was 
activated for this event.  

Amateur Radio Operators Converge for Hamfest: 
by dchieftain.com on October 15, 2016  
Amateur radio operators and emergency-communications volunteers from throughout New Mexico and surrounding 
states will meet in Socorro on Saturday, Oct. 15. The annual Socorro Hamfest will be held at the New Mexico 
Firefighters Training Academy from 8 a.m. until 2 p.m. The event is free and the public is invited. Hamfest, which 
draws hundreds of visitors from New Mexico and the Southwest, will include a statewide meeting of volunteer 
members of the Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES). These volunteers train regularly and work with local 
governments and other organizations to provide vital communication links to help protect lives and property in 
disaster situations. This year, ARES is celebrating its 81st Anniversary. Other features of Hamfest include lectures, 
demonstrations, door prizes, displays, a radio-electronics swap meet, and commercial electronics vendors. There 
also will be working amateur radio stations, literature on amateur radio and a wide variety of electronic equipment 
for viewing and sale. Hamfest events kick off on Friday, Oct. 14, with a tour of the National Radio Astronomy 
Observatory’s Very Large Array and an evening, pre-Hamfest banquet for local and visiting hams.  

Thailand's King Bhumibol Adulyadej, HS1A, (SK): 
by BBC on October 14, 2016  
Thailand's King Bhumibol Adulyadej, the world's longest-reigning monarch, has died after 70 years as head of 
state. The 88-year-old king was widely revered but had been in poor health in recent years, making few public 
appearances. He was seen as a stabilising figure in a country hit by cycles of political turmoil and multiple coups. 
Crown Prince Maha Vajiralongkorn will be the new monarch, the prime minister has said. The announcement: After 
two days of speculation and rumours surrounding the king's deteriorating health, the palace announcement 
confirming his death finally came early on Thursday evening. "His majesty has passed away at Siriraj Hospital 
peacefully," a statement said, adding he had died at 15:52 (08:52 GMT).  

Amateur Radio Newsline Report 2033, Friday, Oct. 14, 2016: 
by James Pastorfield (KB7TBT) on October 14, 2016  
The following is a QST. Ohio school kids contact the space station - via an amateur in Italy. The bicycling ham from 
Denmark returns home to Copenhagen -- and hams from Australia, Europe and points in between prepare for a 
global Summit-to-Summit event. All this and more as Amateur Radio Newsline's Report #2033 comes your way 
right now.  

http://www.eham.net/articles/37777
http://www.eham.net/articles/37775
http://www.eham.net/articles/37774
http://www.eham.net/articles/37768
http://www.eham.net/articles/37747
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Amateur Radio Simulated Emergency Rest Raises No Alarms: 
by chippewa.com on October 14, 2016  
The Dunn County ARES/RACES (Amateur Radio Emergency Service/Radio Amateur Emergency Service) 
conducted its portion of the Amateur Radio Relay League (ARRL) Simulated Emergency Test (SET) from Sept. 29 
through Oct. 1 with great success. In 2015, the group ranked first in Wisconsin on ARES Activity (served agency 
contacts) and Local Nets (messages and participation within the amateur community), the two categories for the 
SET. Nationally, they ranked fifth and sixth respectively. Building on that program led by Mike Johnsen, Dunn 
County’s 13 members and friends doubled its ARES Activity contacts and tripled our Local Nets score in the 2016 
SET.  

Perth Morse Code Experts Dazzle the Younger Generation with Skills: 
by communitynews.com on October 14, 2016  
With a combined age of 245 years, three members of the Perth Morsecodians of WA showed their knowledge and 
skills for curious young viewers at the Kalamunda and Districts Historical Society’s Open Day. The event took place 
on Sunday at the History Village on Railway Road. As part of the annual Open day, visitors were invited to enter the 
old Post Office Building and send a telegram allowing the morsecodians to show the skills they are preserving and 
learnt many years ago. The first telegram was sent in America in 1844. In 1854, the first telegram was sent in 
Melbourne from Williamstown in the Western suburbs. In Perth, it took another 15 years before the first telegram 
was sent in 1869. Some hundred years later when the last telegrams were wrapped up in WA, Morse became a 
language lost to many people. But a group of enthusiastic former postal and telecom workers have kept Morse alive 
by private practice and in some cases forming clubs.  

New Satellites with Amateur Radio Payloads Launched, Monitored: 
by W1AW Bulletin via the ARRL on October 13, 2016  
The AlSat-1N and Pratham satellites, both carrying Amateur Radio payloads, have both been heard and identified 
following the India Space Research Organization (ISRO) PSLV-C35 mission launch on September 26. Reports are 
requested. Reports on AMSAT-BB indicate the Pratham CW beacon on 145.980 MHz is active.  

Amateur Radio Volunteers Mustered In Response to Hurricane Matthew: 
by The ARRL Letter on October 13, 2016  
After the longest activation in its more than 50-year history, the Hurricane Watch Net (HWN) secured operations for 
Hurricane Matthew on October 9 at 0400 UTC. HWN Manager Bobby Graves, KB5HAV, reported that the net was 
in continuous operation for 6 days, 7 hours, gathering real-time ground-truth weather data as the storm passed 
through the Caribbean and up along the US Eastern Seaboard, and passing the data along to WX4NHC at the 
National Hurricane Center (NHC). Various Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES) nets also activated along 
the East Coast. The first major hurricane of the 2016 Atlantic hurricane season and, at one point, a Category 5 
storm, Matthew was downgraded to a post-tropical cyclone as it headed out into the Atlantic.  

  

ARRL News 

Regulatory Issues Top ARRL Executive Committee Agenda 

 October  15,  2016 - FCC and regulatory matters will fill the lion’s share of the agenda when the ARRL 
Executive Committee (EC) meets on October 22 in Chicago. Topping the list of action items is a review of 
enforcement strategies, a follow-on to discussions during the July 2015 meeting of the ARRL Board of 
Directors. This would include “ongoing consideration of revised plans and strategies for improved 
Amateur Rad... 

Repeater Coordination Pioneer John Crockett, W3KH, SK 

 October  14,  2016 - John Crockett, W3KH, of Columbia, South Carolina, died on October 12. An ARRL 
Life Member, he was 69. Licensed in 1963, Crockett was the developer of and project manager for the 
Southeastern Repeater Association (SERA) Universal Coordination System, as well as project manager 

http://www.eham.net/articles/37767
http://www.eham.net/articles/37766
http://www.eham.net/articles/37761
http://www.eham.net/articles/37759
http://www.arrl.org/news/view/regulatory-issues-top-arrl-executive-committee-agenda
http://www.arrl.org/news/view/repeater-coordination-pioneer-john-crockett-w3kh-sk
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for the entire SCHEART system, analog VHF and UHF linked repeaters, and, most recently, the Digital 
Mobile Radio linked ... 

King of Thailand Bhumibol Adulyadej, HS1A, SK 

 October  14,  2016 - Thai King Bhumibol Adulyadej (Rama IX), HS1A, died on October 13, after a long 
period of declining health. Born in Cambridge, Massachusetts, while his physician father was at Harvard 
University, the king, whose name translated as “strength of the land, incomparable power,” was 88. 

According to noted DXer Fred Laun, K3ZO/HS0ZAR, the king “was never very active on the air, and, to 

my knowledge, th... 

IARU Honors Past ARRL President Rod Stafford, W6ROD, with Michael Owen, 
VK3KI, Award 

  October  13,  2016 - The International Amateur Radio Union (IARU) has honored past ARRL President 
and outgoing IARU Secretary Rod Stafford, W6ROD (ex-KB6ZV), with the Michael J. Owen, VK3KI, 
Memorial Award. Presenting the award was IARU President Tim Ellam, VE6SH/G4HUA. The award’s 
namesake served as IARU Region 3 chair and as President of the Wireless Institute of Australia (WIA). 
Although Stafford is stepping dow... 

Hurricane Watch Net Active as Hurricane Nicole Passes Over Bermuda 

 October  13,  2016 - The Hurricane Watch Net (HWN) has activated as Hurricane Nicole, a Category 3 
storm, passes over Bermuda. As of 1500 UTC, the eye of Nicole was moving over the small island nation. 
The National Hurricane Center in Miami has called Nicole “extremely dangerous.” 

Hurricane Nicole packs maximum sustained winds of 120 MPH. At present, the storm is moving to the 

northeast at 16 MPH. 

The November/December Issue of QEX is Hot Off the Press! 

 October  13,  2016 - The November/December issue of QEX, ARRL’s bimonthly magazine for 
experimenters, is off the press and in the mail! 

In this issue . . . 

·         Joe Taylor, K1JT, describes recent lunar echo measurements at 144 and 432 MHz, and tests his 

new EMEcho software to predict and measure Doppler shift, frequency spread, and polarization of EME 

signals using amateur equipment. 

New Satellites with Amateur Radio Payloads Launched, Monitored 

 October  12,  2016 - The AlSat-1N and Pratham satellites, both carrying Amateur Radio payloads, have 
both been heard and identified following the India Space Research Organization (ISRO) PSLV-C35 
mission launch on September 26. Reports are requested. Reports on AMSAT-BB indicate the Pratham 
CW beacon on 145.980 MHz is active.  

New ARRL Handbook and Operating Manual Editions Now are Available! 

  October  12,  2016 - The 2017 edition of The ARRL Handbook and 11th edition of The ARRL Operating 
Manual are now shipping. As a special introductory offer, you can get the hardcover handbook at the 
softcover price. 

http://www.arrl.org/news/view/king-of-thailand-bhumibol-adulyadej-hs1a-sk
http://www.arrl.org/news/view/iaru-honors-past-arrl-president-rod-stafford-w6rod-with-michael-owen-vk3ki-award
http://www.arrl.org/news/view/iaru-honors-past-arrl-president-rod-stafford-w6rod-with-michael-owen-vk3ki-award
http://www.arrl.org/news/view/hurricane-watch-net-active-as-hurricane-nicole-passes-over-bermuda
http://www.arrl.org/news/view/the-november-december-issue-of-qex-is-hot-off-the-press
http://www.arrl.org/news/view/new-satellites-with-amateur-radio-payloads-launched-monitored
http://www.arrl.org/news/view/new-arrl-handbook-and-operating-manual-editions-now-are-available
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The ARRL Handbook for Radio Communications is the standard for applied theory and practical 

information concerning the fundamentals of radio electronics and wire communications. It’s filled with 

the most ... 

Hurricane Watch Net to Reactivate for Hurricane Nicole 

 Wednesday,  October  12,  2016 - In the wake of a more than 6-day activation for Hurricane Matthew, the 
Hurricane Watch Net (HWN) has announced plans to activate again, this time for Hurricane Nicole. 
After consulting with radio amateurs in Bermuda and taking the latest storm advisory into account, 
HWN Manager Bobby Graves, KB5HAV, said the net would initiate operation on October 13 at 1100 UTC 
on 14.325 MHz. The net is curren... 

Current Rules Holding Hams Back from Adopting State-of-the-Art Technology, 
ARRL Says 

 October  11,  2016 - In comments (also attached below) filed on October 12 with the FCC, ARRL 
reiterated its case that the FCC should impose a 2.8 kHz limit on symbol rate for digital modes, arguing 
that its approach is both balanced and necessary. ARRL had asked the FCC to change the Part 97 rules to 
delete the symbol rate limits in §97.307(f) and replace them with a maximum bandwidth for data 
emissions of 2.8 kHz... 

KK6EK Wins October QST Cover Plaque Award 

  October  11,  2016 - The winning article for the October 2016 QST Cover Plaque award is “VK0EK Heard 
Island 2016” by Robert W. Schmieder, KK6EK.  

The QST Cover Plaque Award -- given to the author or authors of the most popular article in each issue -- 

is determined by a vote of ARRL members on the QST Cover Plaque Poll web page. Cast a ballot for 

your favorite article in the November issue today. 

Battleship Missouri Serves as Amateur Radio Licensing Class, Testing Venue 

  October  11,  2016 - The ARRL-affiliated Emergency Amateur Radio Club (EARC) in Honolulu held the 
first-ever Amateur Radio licensing classes and test session aboard the battleship USS Missouri, now a 
World War II memorial berthed in Pearl Harbor. The October 8 test session culminated 5 weeks of 
classes and a tour of KH6BB, the ship’s club station. The club reported that eight applicants passed the 
Technician exam…. 

 

ARRL Bulletins 

2016-10-14 ARLX014 King of Thailand Bhumibol Adulyadej, HS1A (SK) 

2016-10-13 ARLS007 New Satellites with Amateur Radio Payloads Launched, Monitored 

2016-10-13 ARLD042 DX news 

2016-10-12 ARLB037 Current Rules Holding Hams Back from Adopting State-of-the-Art 

Technology, ARRL Says 

2016-10-07 ARLB035 Sarratt and Tiritilli Declared Elected in ARRL Southeastern Division 

http://www.arrl.org/news/view/hurricane-watch-net-to-reactivate-for-hurricane-nicole
http://www.arrl.org/news/view/current-rules-holding-hams-back-from-adopting-state-of-the-art-technology-arrl-says
http://www.arrl.org/news/view/current-rules-holding-hams-back-from-adopting-state-of-the-art-technology-arrl-says
http://www.arrl.org/news/view/kk6ek-wins-october-qst-cover-plaque-award
http://www.arrl.org/news/view/battleship-missouri-serves-as-amateur-radio-licensing-class-testing-venue
http://www.arrl.org/w1aw-bulletins-archive/ARLX014/2016
http://www.arrl.org/w1aw-bulletins-archive/ARLS007/2016
http://www.arrl.org/w1aw-bulletins-archive/ARLD042/2016
http://www.arrl.org/w1aw-bulletins-archive/ARLB037/2016
http://www.arrl.org/w1aw-bulletins-archive/ARLB035/2016
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2016-10-07 ARLB036 Interim Section Manager Appointed in Eastern Pennsylvania 

2016-10-07 ARLX013 Former ARRL DXCC and Awards Manager Bill Moore, NC1L (SK) 

2016-10-06 ARLD041 DX news 

2016-09-29 ARLD040 DX news 

2016-09-22 ARLD039 DX news 

2016-09-20 ARLB034 FCC Updates Notice on Amateur Radio Operation in CEPT Countries 

2016-09-16 ARLB033 New Section Manager Appointed in Northern New Jersey 

2016-09-14 ARLB032 Amateur Radio Parity Act Passes in the US House of Representatives 

2016-09-02 ARLX012 Tropical Storm Hermine Gains Attention on the Eastern Seaboard, Hurricane 

Watch Net Secures 

2016-09-01 ARLX011 Hurricane Watch Net Activating for Hermine, Hawaii Dodges Madeline, 

SKYWARN Eyeing Lester 

2016-08-31 ARLX010 Big Island ARES Districts Activate to Support Possible Hurricane Response in 

Hawaii 

 

Latest Amateur Radio News from around the world  

URL: http://www.southgatearc.org  

 

Terror chatter? Radio hams track unauthorised communications 

The Hindustan Tmes reports amateur radio operators in south Bengal have raised 
alarm over unauthorised radio communication along the Bengal-Bangladesh border 

 

 
Ofcom release 5 GHz consultation responses 
Ofcom have released the responses to their consultation on using more Amateur 

Radio spectrum for Wi-Fi  
 

 
A GeoSync Ham Radio Satellite 

Gary Pearce KN4AQ has released the video of the Digital Communications 
Conference presentation about the AMSAT payload for a geosynchronous satellite 

 

 
IARU R2 Emergency Communications Workshop 

The second IARU Region 2 Emergency Communications Workshop was held October 
11, 2016 in Viñadel Mar, Chile in conjunction with the IARU Region 2 XIX General Assembly  

 

 
Foundations of Amateur Radio - Episode 71 

DX, common ground on a common term? Sometimes you find yourself in an 
unexpected argument about something that everyone agrees on. DX is a classic example of 
something everyone agrees on - right? 

 

http://www.arrl.org/w1aw-bulletins-archive/ARLB036/2016
http://www.arrl.org/w1aw-bulletins-archive/ARLX013/2016
http://www.arrl.org/w1aw-bulletins-archive/ARLD041/2016
http://www.arrl.org/w1aw-bulletins-archive/ARLD040/2016
http://www.arrl.org/w1aw-bulletins-archive/ARLD039/2016
http://www.arrl.org/w1aw-bulletins-archive/ARLB034/2016
http://www.arrl.org/w1aw-bulletins-archive/ARLB033/2016
http://www.arrl.org/w1aw-bulletins-archive/ARLB032/2016
http://www.arrl.org/w1aw-bulletins-archive/ARLX012/2016
http://www.arrl.org/w1aw-bulletins-archive/ARLX011/2016
http://www.arrl.org/w1aw-bulletins-archive/ARLX010/2016
http://www.southgatearc.org/
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/2016/october/terror-chatter-radio-hams-track-unauthorised-communications.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/2016/october/ofcom-release-5ghz-consultation-responses.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/2016/october/a-geosync-ham-radio-satellite.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/2016/october/iaru-r2-emergency-communications-workshop.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/2016/october/foundations-of-amateur-radio-episode-71.htm
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Auroras possible this weekend as Earth enters a new solar wind 

stream 

High-latitude auroras are possible this weekend as Earth enters a high-speed stream of 

solar wind flowing from a hole in the sun's atmosphere 

 

 

WIA STEM Symposium details announced 

The Wireless Institute of Australia has called for expressions of interest in its STEM 
Symposium to be held in Canberra 

 

 
Skills Night Monday Oct 17 

The next Skills Night, hosted by the Chelmsford Amateur Radio Society Training 
Team, starts at 7pm on Monday, October 17. This free event is open to all 

 

 
Fire on SAQ antenna 

In early October, a fire occured on the long wave antenna of the 17.2 kHz 
Alexanderson alternator transmitter SAQ 

 

 
The Victoria National Parks activity is near 

With about four weeks to go, there are at least 24 unique National Parks in Victoria 
so far listed in the annual KRMNPA activity weekend  

 

 
Propagation de K7RA 

The Australian Space Forecast Centre issued this geomagnetic warning: 
"Increased solar wind speed due to coronal hole effects expected for 14-15 Oct. Active 
conditions forecast with possible Minor Storm periods" 

 

 
JOTA Weekend in Essex 

Essex Ham provide a round-up of Scout stations active in Essex this weekend for 
the 59th Jamboree On The Air (JOTA) 

 

 
You don't need power when you have altitude 

October 22nd 2016 will see an increase in Summits on the Air activity between 
Europe and Australasia 

 

 

Terahertz radiation could speed up computer memory by 1000 times 

One area limiting speed in personal computing speed is memory -- specifically, how quickly 
individual memory cells can be switched, which is currently done using an external 
magnetic field 

 

http://www.southgatearc.org/news/2016/october/auroras-possible-this-weekend.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/2016/october/auroras-possible-this-weekend.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/2016/october/wia-stem-symposium-details-announced.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/2016/october/skills-night-monday-oct-17.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/2016/october/fire-on-saq-antenna.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/2016/october/the-victoria-national-parks-activity-is-near.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/propagation/k7ra/index.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/2016/october/jota-weekend-in-essex.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/2016/october/you-dont-need-power-when-you-have-altitude.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/2016/october/terahertz-radiation-could-speed-up-computer-memory-by-1000-times.htm
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Repeater Nets 

146.955 Nets – There are a number of nets that are regularly scheduled on the 955 repeater. 

 Sunday night at 2000/8:00 PM Sunday Night PART Net – every  

 Sector 1C Emergency Communications Net – this net occurs the 1st Monday or every month (except when it is a holiday). 
Skywarn and ARES Nets – these nets are spontaneous when local conditions warranted. 

NOTE: You can LISTEN ONLY to this repeater audio by linking to this URL: 
http://www.radioreference.com/apps/audio/?feedId=10933 (effective 2/2012) 

 

442.450 D-Star Nets – There are a number of nets that are regularly scheduled. 

 Sunday 8:00 PM Ozark Mtn D-STAR Net – Reflector 001C 

 Tuesday 8:00 PM New England Amateur D-STAR Net – Reflector 010C 

 Friday 8:00 PM CanNet D-Star Net – XRF021B 

 

NOTE: The status of the WB1GOF D-Star repeaters can be seen at https://wb1gof.dstargateway.org  
 
 
 
 

Monthly PART Breakfast 

Don't forget the monthly PART breakfast the 1st Saturday of each month at the Westford Regency Inn at 8 AM. 

The full hot & cold buffet breakfast costs about $15 (includes tip) per person, a 
cheaper, lighter fare is available for adults and children. NOTE: PLEASE let the 

folks who are settling the bill with the staff know whether you had a full or 

continental breakfast! 

Monthly Breakfast Pricing 

The adult full breakfast is $11.95 + 18% + 

6.25% = $15.00 (rounded up slightly). This 

price has recently changed. Here is the math 

for completeness and full disclosure. 

Continental breakfast:  $9.00 (same price) 

Full breakfast:  $15.00 (new price) 

Kid’s breakfast: $9.00(new price effective March 2015

 

  

Copyright WB1GOF, 
Robert Schmeichel 
2013 

Copyright WB1GOF, 
Robert Schmeichel 

2011 

http://www.wb1gof.org/files/partb1112_w/DSC_0080.JPG
http://www.wb1gof.org/files/partb1112_w/DSC_0001.JPG
http://www.wb1gof.org/files/partb1112_w/DSC_0034.JPG
http://www.radioreference.com/apps/audio/?feedId=10933
http://www.w0omd.org/
http://www.kb1aev.net/dstar/viewtopic.php?f=60&t=143
https://wb1gof.dstargateway.org/
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Repeater Information 

Repeater Interference 

The 146.955 repeater periodically has had interference to in-progress 

conversations as well as at random quiet times throughout the day and night. The 
repeater interference committee needs your help in collecting data. If you hear any 

type of interference, please report the following info to "repeater" at 

"wb1gof.org":  

 Time: When did the event happen? 

 Observing location: Where were you? Were you mobile?  

 Frequency: Input only (146.355 MHz) 

 What you heard: Voices, tones, kerchunking or whatever. 

 Signal strength: Either by ear (noisy, quiet or full quiet) or S meter 

 Radio: To get an idea of the reporter’s radio situation.  

* Most important - what direction: How did you determine direction? This is the most essential piece of 
information. Even if it's an estimate as in "Roughly east" or "from the Northeast" it's useful. NEVER EVER reply 

or direct any thing to the sick person causing the interference.  Because some of us have answered this person, he 

knows we are aware of him and that is what keeps him doing it. Also since you are communicating with a non 
IDing station you are operating just as illegally as he is. YOU ARE BROADCASTING! NEVER TALK ABOUT 

INTERFERENCE on air. NEVER 

If you are interested in assisting in helping us identify the sources of interference, contact Terry-KA8SCP. 

EmComm events and repeater use 

Most everyone knows that the 146.955 repeater is used during times of emergency situations, drills and 

exercises. Skywarn and the monthly EmComm drills are the normal events.  

So what does this mean to those that are just looking for regular QSOs with other users? It means that if 

you are in a regular QSO and there is a significant weather situation that has been getting press/air-time 

lately, you can expect that if severe weather develops in our area, the folks from Taunton-WX1BOX may 

interrupt a QSO and ask anyone on frequency what may be happening weather wise. The BOX operator 

will probably ask for specific information, hail, wind damage, property dame from lightning or wind, etc. 

Please give him the information he needs or tell him that you’ve not heard of any such activity. You don’t 

need to tell him it is sunny in Nashua! 

There may come a time when an unexpected emergency situation arises. These will significant events 

that may affect life and property. This is where EmComm activity may step in. Usually an NCS will 

interrupt a QSO and announce the situation and ask for a QSO to cease or to be “aware” of the possibility 

of priority calls/traffic. Please make sure you leave breaks between transmissions so stations with traffic 

can get in between QSOs. If there is enough traffic, it may be necessary for your existing/interrupted QSO 

QSY to another frequency. You should use your best judgment or check with the NCS on what he feels is 

best. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to correspond with Terry-KA8SCP. All requests for repeater 

use can be initiated by email to info@wb1gof.org. 

 

Repeater propogation info is available on the PART website. Check out 

the links to the summit information as well as coverage and plot plans 
maps for the WB1GOF repeaters. Complete info on the site can be found at this 
URL. 

http://ka8scp.wb1gof.net/images/GOF146955CoveragePlot.jpg
mailto:info@wb1gof.org
http://wb1gof.org/
http://toolserver.org/~geohack/geohack.php?pagename=WB1GOF&params=42_34_36_N_71_26_31_W_type:landmark_scale:2000
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PARTicles © 2016, a publication of PART of Westford, MA 

– WB1GOF 

 

This month’s editor: Terry Stader – KA8SCP 

 

PART official mailing address is: 

PART, PO Box 503, Westford, MA 01886 

 

Our website is: http://wb1gof.org 

Our forum is: http://wb1gof.net/forums/  

Contact us at: info@wb1gof.org 
Follow us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/wb1gof  

Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/wb1gof  

 

   

 

PART Gear 

The PART Quartermaster has lots of great PART-ware for sale including mugs and shirts. You can get information 
how you can obtain your PART-ware at the monthly club meetings.  
 
Club members are also encouraged to obtain an official PART badge (the first one 
is FREE to new members).  We use The Sign Man of Baton Rouge as our official 
suppler, and you can you can browse the club's design at: 
<http://thesignman.com/clubs/part.html>.  However, please place your order via 
the PART Membership Chairman, Hugh Maguire-N1QGE, hulin127@verizon.net 
so that we may benefit from bulk pricing. 

 

EmComm 

Emergency Communications – The WB1GOF 146.955 repeater is 
used on the first Monday of every month (except federal/state 
holidays) for an EmComm Net starting at 1930 local time. If you are 
interested in being part of the local emergency communications team 
in your community, feel free to contact any of the following folks: 
Terry Stader – KA8SCP, MEMA Region 1 Communications Officer & 
Town of Westford 
Bill Ohm – W1OHM, for the Town of Chelmsford 
Darrel Mallory – K1EJ, North Middlesex ARES 
- We need radio operators that can pass messages on to the local 

emergency management directors in several towns in northern Middlesex County. 
Skywarn - The WB1GOF 146.955 repeater is also used for reporting significant weather events to the 
National Weather Service from our local spotters. You can provide valuable information even if you have 
not attended one of the training sessions. Listen to the Skywarn Net Control Station for reporting criteria, 
when you have information that qualifies, please advise 
him with your report. 
Situational Awareness – Recently, the 
Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency has 
asked the Amateur Radio community to provide 
situational awareness and disaster intelligence 
information within your local community via EmComm 
nets and/or Skywarn stations. Significant events such as 
widespread power outages can be reported and by 
agencies such as MEMA to evaluate the scope of a 
blackout for example. Initially, you should try and 
contact the EmComm Net Control Stations on the 
Westford 146.955 repeater to pass this information. 
More on this new program will be forthcoming. 
PART Sunday Night Net – The PART Net each 
Sunday night is an IMPORTANT part of our regional 
EmComm function. With each station that checks in 
from the surrounding communities, we test our ability 
to communicate vital information to the ham radio 
community. Sure we announce club info but we can also 
communicate regional disaster news and serve as a 
“hub” for news of situations in our communities. The 
repeater is on a generator, so even if we loose power in 
the region, an HT with a supply of batteries will 
reconnect you to other local hams.  

Scan this 
QR code 

http://wb1gof.org/
http://wb1gof.net/forums/
mailto:info@wb1gof.org
http://www.twitter.com/wb1gof
http://www.facebook.com/wb1gof
http://www.westfordma.gov/pages/government/towndepartments/WestfordMA_fire/index
http://www.westfordpolice.org/
http://ares.ema.arrl.org/
http://www.arrl.org/
http://ema.arrl.org/
http://thesignman.com/clubs/part.html
mailto:hulin127@verizon.net

