
 

 
March 2013 

President’s Column

- Andy Stewart (KB1OIQ) 

We are at the beginning of a very busy time 
of year for PART.  Coming up soon is the 
annual K1P Patriots' Day Special Event.  This 
event will be held on Saturday, April 13th, and 
Sunday, April 14th.  We have typically operated 
one phone station on the HF bands.  This is a 
great opportunity for fun and socializing.  The 
details of where and at what time are still being 
finalized, and will be announced shortly. 

 

The Apple Blossom Parade in Westford is 
coming up in mid-May.  I am looking for 
someone who would like to lead this event for 
the club.  If interested, please contact me. 

 

Many thanks to Joe (KB1SSA) for his work 
which allows PART to use the Concord Rod and 
Gun club for Field Day again this year.  Don't 
forget the dates:  June 22nd and 23rd, 2013. 

 

The Independence Day special event (K2H) 
will be happening in early July. Stay tuned for 
more information. 

 

I haven't done much operating in the last 
couple of weeks, except for 2m mobile.  I've 
been hacking away on Linux ham related 
software.  I released a new version of xlog, the 
logging software which we've used at Field Day 
for the last few years.  There were a few bugs 
fixed, and updates to the exported ADIF and 
Cabrillo log file formats.  In addition, I've been 
working on the next version of the Linux Ham 
Radio CD, which I hope will be ready by mid-
June at the lastest. 

 

I'm also still playing with my homebrew 
base loaded vertical antenna.  I built and 
inductor with multiple taps, but unfortunately, 
several of those taps are in the wrong place, 
and I built it using insulated wire, so moving 
the taps is challenging at best.  My plan is to 
build a new coil out of bare copper wire and use 
an alligator clip.  It is time for another trip to 
the hardware store! 

 

At the March 2013 PART meeting, our 
speakers will be Justin Caballero and Daniel 
Cugno, representing the Harris Corporation 
with offices in Chelmsford.  They will be talking 
about their products and services (radio-LMR 
and LTE).  Terry (KA8SCP) heard their talk 
and thought it would be valuable, especially to 
folks interested in communications used by 
police and fire departments. Military folks 
already know about the quality of their radios 
in the field! Should be interesting. 

 

I understand that there was a DXpedition to 
Clipperton Island recently (TX5K). I'm 
wondering how many of you successfully got 
into the log.  When I listened, all I heard was a 
large number of LIDS calling on the wrong 
frequency, and the "radio police" telling them 
to move elsewhere.  That's not unusual, but in 
this case it seemed to be happening a lot more 
than "normal".  What was your impression?  
Did you break the pileup?  Did you have fun?  I 
did not make it into the log.  Oh well, maybe 
next time. 

 

73 de Andy KB1OIQ 

Have a lot of fun, and 73
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Upcoming PART Meetings/Events 

March 19
th

, 2013 

- PART Meeting. 7:30 -9 p.m. Westford Police station 

April 6
th

, 2013 

- PART monthly breakfast. Westford Regency. 8-10 AM ($14/$9; kids: $8 – see note below)  

April 16
th

, 2013 

- PART Meeting. 7:30 -9 p.m. Westford Police station 

May 4
th

, 2013 

- PART monthly breakfast. Westford Regency. 8-10 AM ($14/$9; kids: $8 – see note below)  

May 21
st
, 2013 

- PART Meeting. 7:30 -9 p.m. Westford Police station 

 

Monthly PART Events 

 Every Sunday, 8 PM – PART Net on 146.955 repeater 

 Every 3
rd

 Tuesday, 7:30 PM – PART Meetings at Westford Police station 

 Every 1
st
 Saturday, 8 AM, Regency Inn Westford – PART Monthly Breakfast 

 Every Wednesday, 6 AM, Owl Diner Lowell – Breakfast 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

PART Treasury between 16-January '13 & 19-February '13 

(As of 19- February '13)    

 General Fund 
Repeater 
Fund 

Checking 
Total 

Old Balance $2,878.15 $2,048.57 $4,926.72 

Income $700.00 $92.00 $792.00 

Expenses ($43.77) ($0.00) ($43.77) 

Net $656.23 $92.00 $748.23 

New Balance $3,534,38 $2,140.57 $5,674.95 

 

PART 2012 Membership as of 6-March '13 
                   Individuals   Households 

      (= New for 2013      (= New for 2013 

                             + Renew for 2013)       + Renew for 2013) 

Full ($25)* 27 (= 3 + 24)   27 (= 3 + 24)  
Senior ($15)* 26 (= 0 + 26)    26 (= 0 + 26) 

Family ($30)* 11 (= 0 + 11)   5 (= 0 + 5) 

Student ($15) 0  (= 0 + 0)      0 (= 0 + 0) 

Associate ($10)  0 (= 0 + 0)    0 (= 0 + 0)  
Grand Total*   64 (= 3 + 61)   58 (= 3 + 55) 

ARRL members*:  58 

ARRL Life members*:  4 

NOTE:  * Starred lines changed since 5-Feb'13 

##To pay dues##    -or- 

PART, P.O. Box 503, Westford, MA 01886-0015 Club Meeting, Westford P.D., 7:30PM, 3
rd

 Tuesday 

Latest new PART members: 

 
Peter/N1CEO (Acton) 
Dale/KB1ZKD (Acton) 
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Ham Fleas/Events 

New England Area Ham/Electronic Fleas: 
http://web.mit.edu/w1gsl/Public/ne-fleas  
2013 
16 Mar Dayville CT ECARA 8A @StJosephCh              Paul KE1LI 860 928 5147 W+ 
16 Mar N Conway WMARC @CommCtr                      Greg KB1EZJ 603 759 6671 A+ 
23 March Laval PQ CRAL-L @VanierHS B$6@9 S!0/T@7                514-708-8033 R+ 
29,30 Mar Lewiston ME AARC ME Conv @Ramada           Ivan N1OXA 207 784 0350  + 

7 April Southington CT SARA @HS $5@8 $20/T@6:15       Norm W3IZ 860 584 1403  + 

7 April Framingham MA FARA @KeefeTech $5@9 $25/T@7:30 Bev N1LOO 508 626 2012  + 

13,14 April Wakefield MA Photographica @AmericalCtr ~photo~   John 781 592 2553  + 

14 Ap Middletown NY OCARA @CommCtr                    Neil AC2O 914 490 2001 A+ 
20 April Gales Ferry CT RASON Auction@ FireHS       Gary WT1SND 860 884 4218 A+ 
20 April Portland ME PAWA @AmLegion $5@8 $10/T@6:30  John W1JLB 207 776 2288 W 
20 April Brookline NH NEARC Antique $10@7:30 $4@8:30      Bruce 603 772 7516 F 

21 April Cambridge MA              FLEA at MIT             Nick 617 253 3776 F+ 

                       Third Sunday April thru October 

28 Ap Manchester CT NEWS V/UHFConf @Baymount@8 I84x63 MarkK1MAP 413 566 8118  + 
3,4 May Deerfield NH NEARFest XIII @FG               Mike K1TWF 978 250 1235 T+ 

11 May Dartmouth MA SEMARA @Clubhouse $2@9 S$10@8    Eric N1WCO 508 295 2468 W 
11 May E Greenbush NY EGARA @FireCo $6@8 S$6/T@6  Thomas KC2FCP 518 272 1494 W+ 
19 May Cambridge MA                FLEA at MIT             Nick 617 253 3776 F+ 

1 June Hermon ME PSARA @HS $5@8                     Jerry K1GUP 207 848 3400  + 

1 June Windsor CT VR+C Mus 115 Pierson LN @8AM Outdoor     John 860 673 0518  + 
1 June Goshen CT So.BARC @FG $5@8                     Doc K1CTT 860 672 2659 W+ 
2 June Bethpage NY LIMARC                         Richard K2KNB 516 694 4937 A+ 
15 June Newington CT NARL @StMarySch $5@8 $15/T    Vinnie W1VJA 203 987 2108  + 

16 June Cambridge MA               FLEA at MIT             Nick 617 253 3776 F+ 

30 June Queens NY HOSARC $5@9 +$10S@7:30         Stephen WB2KDG 718 898 5599 W+ 
21 July Cambridge MA               FLEA at MIT             Nick 617 253 3776 F+ 

18 Aug Cambridge MA               FLEA at MIT             Nick 617 253 3776 F+ 

7 Sept Ballston Spa NY SCRACES @FG @7             Darlene N2XQG 518 587 2385  + 

7 Sept Windsor CT VR+C Mus 115 Pierson LN @8AM Outdoor     John 860 673 0518  + 
8 Sept Newtown CT CARA @TownHall $5@8:30 $10/TG $15/T Joe AB1DO 203 938 4880  + 

15 Sept Cambridge MA               FLEA at MIT             Nick 617 253 3776 F+ 

21 Sept Forestdale RI RIAFMRS @VFW $5/Sp@8           Rick K1KYI 401 864 9611  + 

28 Sept Brookline NH NEARC Antique $10@7:30 $4@8:30       Bruce 603 772 7516 F 
11,12 Oct Deerfield NH NEARFest XIV @FG              Mike K1TWF 978 250 1235 T+ 
13 Oct Meriden CT Nutmeg @Sheraton  was Wallingford  John N1GNV 203 440 4973  + 

20 Oct  Cambridge MA               FLEA at MIT             Nick 617 253 3776 F+ 

19,20 Oct Wakefield MA Photographica @AmericalCtr ~photo~  John 781 592 2553  + 

26 Oct Gales Ferry CT TCARC Auction @FireCo @10    Darryl WA1DD 860 443 7799  + 

27 Oct Hicksville NY LIMARC @LevitHall            Richard K2KNB 516 694 4937  + 
9 Nov Bourne MA FARA @UpperCC VoTech $5@9 $10/S@7   Ralph N1YHS 508 548 0422  + 
30 Nov Windsor CT VR+C Mus 115 Pierson LN @8AM Indoor      John 860 673 0518  + 
 

  

http://web.mit.edu/w1gsl/Public/ne-fleas
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Near-term local fleas 

Also from http://web.mit.edu/w1gsl/Public/ne-fleas 
 
Framingham ARA Flea 
Sunday, 7-Apr'13 
Buyers $5.00, 9:00AM-1:00PM 
Keefe Vo-Tech 
750 Winter St., Framingham, MA: http://goo.gl/maps/QAVyE 
http://www.w1fy.org/flea.aspx 
 
Flea at MIT 
Sunday, 21-Apr'13 
Buyers $5.00, 9:00AM-2:00PM ($1.00 discount with flyer: 
http://web.mit.edu/w1mx/www/swapfest/swapfest-
2013.04.pdf ) 
Parking Lot/Garage on Albany St. Cambridge, at Portland St. 
http://goo.gl/maps/KpTQO 
 
NEAR-Fest IX 
Friday, 3-May'13 and Saturday, 4-May'13 
Buyers $10 for Fri+Sat 
http://near-fest.com/ 
Deerfield Fairgrounds 
43 Stage Rd. (Rt. 43), Deerfield, NH: http://goo.gl/maps/xqKbb 

 

For Sale or Give-A-Ways 

Several PARTers have the following items: 
 
George Allison, K1IG - I've got QSTs from 1963 (most in binders) that I'm willing to donate as a set. 
 
Richard Bohne, KB1AXE – Yeasu FT-530 w/speaker-mike, no charger, best offer (contact KA8SCP)  
 

Repeater Nets 

146.955 Nets – There are a number of nets that are regularly scheduled on the 955 repeater. 

 Sunday night at 2000/8:00 PM Sunday Night PART Net – every  

 Sector 1C Emergency Communications Net – this net occurs the 1
st
 Monday or every month (except when it is a holiday). 

Skywarn and ARES Nets – these nets are spontaneous when local conditions warranted. 

NOTE: You can LISTEN ONLY to this repeater audio by linking to this URL: 

http://www.radioreference.com/apps/audio/?feedId=10933 (effective 2/2012) 

 

442.450 D-Star Nets – There are a number of nets that are regularly scheduled. 

 Sunday 8:00 PM Ozark Mtn D-STAR Net – Reflector 001C 

 Tuesday 8:00 PM New England Amateur D-STAR Net – Reflector 010C 

 

NOTE: The Port B node (442.450) is connected to REF010C Mon – Fri from 10:00 am until 3:30 pm. CHANGE!! - The Port 

C node (145.330) is connected to XRF038A Mon – Fri from 07:00 am until 11:00 pm. Users can LISTEN ONLY to D-Star 

Reflector 10C by linking to this URL: http://www.radioreference.com/apps/audio/?feedId=5031 
  

http://web.mit.edu/w1gsl/Public/ne-fleas
http://goo.gl/maps/QAVyE
http://www.w1fy.org/flea.aspx
http://web.mit.edu/w1mx/www/swapfest/swapfest-2013.04.pdf
http://web.mit.edu/w1mx/www/swapfest/swapfest-2013.04.pdf
http://goo.gl/maps/KpTQO
http://near-fest.com/
http://goo.gl/maps/xqKbb
http://www.radioreference.com/apps/audio/?feedId=10933
http://www.w0omd.org/
http://www.kb1aev.net/dstar/viewtopic.php?f=60&t=143
http://ref010.dstargateway.org/
http://xrf038.nodig.us/
http://www.radioreference.com/apps/audio/?feedId=5031
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Monthly PART Breakfast 

Don't forget the monthly PART breakfast the 1st Saturday of each month at the Westford Regency Inn at 8 AM. 

The full hot & cold buffet breakfast costs about $15 (includes tip) per person, a 

cheaper, lighter fare is available for adults and children. NOTE: PLEASE let the 

folks who are settling the bill with the staff know whether you had a full or 

continental breakfast! 

Monthly Breakfast Pricing **CHANGED** 

The full breakfast is $11.95 + 18% + 6.25% = $15.00 

(rounded up slightly). This price has recently changed. Here is the math for 

completeness and full disclosure. 

Continental breakfast:  $9.00 (same price) 

Full breakfast:  $15.00 (new price) 

Kid’s breakfast: $8.00 

 
 

SEMARA Tailgate Flea Market, May 11, 2013 

The Annual SEMARA Tailgate Flea Market on Saturday, May 11, 2013. Set-up will 

begin at 8:00AM and open to the all from 9:00 AM to 2:00PM. 

Admission is as follows: Vendors, $10.00 per table; general admission: $2.00; club members and children 

under 12 attend for free. Talk-in will occur on the 147.00 Dartmouth PL 67.0 and the 224.800 repeater PL 

67.0. For further information, contact Eric, N1WCO at <n1wco@aol.com>. 

Framingham Amateur Radio Association Spring Flea Market and Exams 

Sunday, April 7, 2013 
Keefe Technical School  

Doors open at 9 am 

 

Amateur radio equipment, electronics and computer hardware and 

software. 

 Admission for buyers: $5 (under-12 free with adult) 

 Door prizes -- grand prize a new two meter/440 HT 

 Tables: Six-foot table, paid in advance, $20 or $25 at the door 

 Seller setup starts 7:30 a.m. Sunday. Free coffee and donuts! Load/unload help available! 

 License exam sessions 

For information on tables, e-mail Steve Hewlett, KB1NIV or call him at 508-872-9336 before 9 pm or go 

to to our online table reservation form. For information on exams, contact Jim W1EQW 508-435-6487. 

 

Talk-in: 147.15 repeater  

Get directions to Keefe Tech,  750 Winter St., Framingham.  

 

Copyright WB1GOF, 
Robert Schmeichel 
2011 

http://www.semara.org/node/300
mailto:tables@fara.org
http://goo.gl/maps/pqJ6K
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117th Boston Marathon - April 15, 2013 

To sign up, please visit http://marc.mmra.org. 

 

IMPORTANT - PLEASE READ THIS NEXT PART: 

Sometime around January 8th, you will may receive an 

email or postcard from the Boston Athletic Association 

directing you to register on the BAA website.  PLEASE 

DISREGARD this email or postcard! The only registration you should do is at 

the MMRA web site (address above).  If you register on the BAA system, this will only cause confusion.  

The BAA automatically sends out notices to all 10,000+ volunteers that helped in the last few years. 

Because of the special qualifications for the amateur radio positions, please register ONLY on the MMRA 

website. 

 

PARTer’s On-The-Road – Member Contribution 

W1IS/4 FL operations 

Bob Glorioso, W1IS 
 
My XYL, W1MGA, and I spend about 6 weeks at our Condo in FL each winter where I usually work the 
ARRL International Contest running QRP.  Being in a Condo with all the restrictions that entails is a bit 
of a challenge but isn’t that what we like?  I do anyway.  Maybe that’s why I like Field Day so much. 
 

Of course, antennas are 
the big challenge.  After 
much experimentation, I 
found that I could load the 
downspout outside our 
window on most bands 
but it only worked well on 
40 M.   On 20-10 M, I 
found a Buddistick 
hanging out the window 
with the aluminum 
window frame as a 
counterpoise worked quite 
well.  The photos show the 
rig and the Buddistick 
configuration.   As you can 
see, we are close to the 
water facing north so 
obstacles to the north are 
eliminated.  The only 
problem this year was the 
weather!  We had a few 
cold snaps with 20+ mph 

winds out of the north blowing right in the window so leaving the window open at night when the 
temperatures dropped to the 40s was not an option so I had to use the downspout most nights. 
 
A big difference this year was my new Elecraft KX3 that I didn’t have to ship because I could carry on the 
plane in a small rig bag.  I left a Samlex 1223 switching power supply at the Condo that I used with other 
rigs I have shipped down in the past but it put noise into the very sensitive KX3 receiver so I picked up a 

http://marc.mmra.org/
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linear bench supply from MPJA.  MPJA is a few miles from our condo for a quick pick up.  They have a 
lot of stuff for hams like 
connectors, components, etc.  
Check them out at MPJA.com.   
 
The linear power supply worked 
great with the KX3 and I had 
several enjoyable QSOs with both 
domestic and DX stations on both 
CW and SSB.   The KX3 was 
terrific in the contests and I did 
much better than ever in the CW 
event working 150 stations in 57 
countries in 7.5 hours of 
operation, about 20 QSOs per 
hour.  At night, since I could snake 
a thin wire out the window to the 
downspout and keep the window 
closed, I worked 19 stations in 13 
countries on 40 M. 
 
The results on CW gave me the 
courage to try the SSB contest too.  I didn’t have much time to work the SSB contest so only worked 28 
stations in one hour and 45 minutes at a rate of 15 QSOs per hour in 19 countries including four I didn’t 
work in he CW contest for a total of 61 countries in the two contests.  To add a topping on the cake, I 
managed to snag the Clipperton expedition before we left FL for a total of 62 countries, including Japan, 
on this trip.  
 
What does all this prove?  It proves that with a good QRP rig and only modest antennas, you can indeed 
work the world.  You don’t need an antenna farm on 100-foot towers and a 1.5KW linear to do it either.  
The KX3, the best QRP rig I have ever used, did indeed help.    
 
I hope this encourages just one person in a condo or apartment to experiment with antennas in that 
constrained environment and take the challenge to work the world!  I still get a thrill when a DX station 
comes back to me and I’ve been doing this for 58 years! 
 
 

Member Contribution 

Principe's Principal 

Bill K1NS 
 
- One wire can get tangled. 
- Two wires will get tangled. 
- Three wires cannot be untangled. 
 
By the way, there is a scientific reason for Principe's Principal, and it has to do with entropy. It turns out 
that there are many more tangled states for a wire than there are untangled states. So as long as there is 
some random motion of the wires, and there almost always is, chances are that the wires will move into a 
tangled state. Principe's Principal is just a silly restatement of this. 
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Feature Column! 

Scanner/Public Safety Page 

- Ron Knight (KB1UXT) 
There is a lot of buzz out there about digital radio systems. New Hampshire 
State Police and many of the local New Hampshire municipal police 
departments have been using it successfully for some time now. Many of the 
federal agencies have gone digital and encrypted. In Massachusetts we are 
seeing agencies slowly making the digital transition.  
 
The biggest Massachusetts agency that has begun the transition to the digital 
age is the Massachusetts State Police on the 800 MHz trunk system they have.  
The 800 MHz system roots can be traced back to the old Metropolitan District 
Commission (MDC) Police Department. A few years prior to the acquisition of the agency by the 
Massachusetts State Police (MSP) they had put in place what at the time was a “state of the art” radio 
system. MSP was running on VHF Lo Band at the 42 MHz area. When MSP took over they inherited the 
system and began to build it out.  
 
The Metro Boston, Eastern Mass, Central Mass and Cape/Islands were the first areas to have 800 MHz 
build out. As funds started drying up, the build out was slowed down and Western Massachusetts 
expansion for 800 MHz came to all but a complete stop.  
 
In past few years though there have been some significant developments and improvements. Western 
Massachusetts build out is every day making progress and getting closer to completion. With the build 
out we have seen some of the other agencies migrate over to the system. Mass Turnpike, who operated a 
radio system on VHF High, has switched almost all operations over to the 800 MHz system. We have also 
seen MSP Troop E switch over to the system full time.  We are seeing daily the addition of new talk 
groups and we are seeing some of these talk groups in digital and sometimes encrypted.  The digital 
standard they are using is same as used by most of the public safety agencies in this country and that is P-
25 Digital.  Any manufacture of Public Safety Grade 2 Way radios sells radios in this format along with 
good ole reliable analog.  
 
So as the MSP system continues to see improvements we will be seeing eventually some additional 
changes. First is the 800 MHz re-banding of the system. A few years back after many issues with 
interference from Nextel phones the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) put aside some 
frequencies in the 800 spectrum to Nextel. All current non-Nextel users would have to move to other 
areas of the band. Also Nextel was going to pay for some of these users to move and the costs associated 
with it. On a side note the Nextel IDEN system is being shut down by Sprint so it will be interesting to see 
what happens now with these frequencies.  MSP has been updating sites and eventually we could see the 
whole system being re-banded and more digital talk groups added. 
 
To listen to the MSP you need an 800 MHz capable radio. Preferably something that has “trunking” 
capabilities. If your radio does not have the capability to follow the talk groups then you will lose much of 
the conversations. There are some great radios out there from Uniden, GRE and Radio Shack that have 
this capability. Make sure if you are buying something that it also can do P-25 digital. Not that all P-25 
scanner radios will allow you to listen to all 800-900 MHz systems, however it does help for many of the 
systems in the PART geographical area. Enclosed are frequencies for the MSP operations in what is 
known as Zone 5 and covers the PART geographical area: 
 
860.9875, 860.9625, 860.7375, 860.7125, 859.7125, 858.9875, 857.9875, 857.7125, 
856.9625, 856.7125 
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Good talk groups to listen to are: 
 
33168 A Troop Patrol 1, 33200 A Troop Patrol 2, 33232 A Troop Car to Car, 35472 Airwing, 38928 & 
38896 Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency 
 
There are tons more talk groups. For more information try www.scannewengland.net .  
 
Feeling the need to keeping updated with new public safety wireless technology in the US and beyond? 
Try Radio Resource International www.rrimag.com here you can sign up to receive email alerts and the 
electronic version of the magazine. Lots of great information can be found on this site and best of all it is 
Free. 
 
Some Frequency Changes coming up: 
 
Methuen Fire will be going to UHF. They have been testing for the past few weeks. Their new frequency is 
484.925 pl 162.2 
 
Homework until next month is to monitor your local utility company. There has been some changes and 
during the last couple of storms some of the frequencies in the PART listening area were too quiet. So 
find out who covers your area and plug in the frequencies and give them a listen. Listening to Utilities 
during power outages can sometimes help with the anxiety of not knowing when the power will return. 
The Scan New England website can provide information on last known frequencies for your area.  Email 
your reports to KB1UXT@comcast.net and we will report them in an upcoming issue of PARTicles. Until 
then Happy Listening and 73’s 
 

 

ARRL News 

The American Radio Relay League (ARRL) is the national association for amateur radio, connecting hams around the U.S. with 
news, information and resources.  URL: http://www.arrl.org  

Voice of America to Test Digital Transmissions this Weekend 

March 14, 2013 - The Voice of America Radiogram show, hosted by Kim Andrew Elliot, KD9XB, will be 
testing a variety of digital modes on March 16 and 17. 

The data transmissions can be decoded by anyone with an AM shortwave receiver using any of the 

popular sound-card-based programs such as Fldigi, Ham Radio Deluxe, MixW, MultiPSK, DigiPan (for 

BPSK31, BPSK63 and QPSK31 only), CocoaModem (for Macs) and others.  

Solar Cycle 24 May Have “Double Peaks,” Says NASA Solar Physicist  

March 14, 2013 - According to NASA, the current solar cycle -- Solar Cycle 24 -- should hit its “solar max” 
sometime in this year, but so far, solar activity has been relatively low. According to an article by 
NASA’s Dr Tony Phillips, this period of quiet has led some observers to wonder if forecasters missed the 
mark. But solar physicist Dean Pesnell of NASA’s Goddard Space Flight Center has a different explan... 

http://www.scannewengland.net/
http://www.rrimag.com/
mailto:KB1UXT@comcast.net
http://www.arrl.org/
http://www.arrl.org/news/view/voice-of-america-to-test-digital-transmissions-this-weekend
http://www.arrl.org/news/view/solar-cycle-24-may-have-double-peaks-says-nasa-solar-physicist
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Two New Books for Your Amateur Radio Library This Spring  

March 14, 2013 - The ARRL has released two new books: Ham Radio for Arduino and PICAXE 
edited by Leigh L. Klotz Jr, WA5ZNU, and Radio Science for the Radio Amateur by Eric Nichols, 
KL7AJ. 

Ham Radio for Arduino and PICAXE 
Microcontroller technology has exploded in popularity among ham radio operators. The new generation 

of single-board microcontrollers is easier than ever to use, bringing together hardware and sof... 

Astronauts Return to Earth from ISS; Watch Live on NASA TV  

March 13, 2013 - After spending 143 days in space, Expedition 34 Commander Kevin Ford, KF5GPP, 
Russian Soyuz Commander Oleg Novitskiy and Russian Flight Engineer Evgeny Tarelkin (both of the 
Russian Federal Space Agency) will begin their voyage home to Earth on Thursday, March 14, marking 
the end of Expedition 34 on board the International Space Station (ISS). The trio will undock their 
Soyuz spacecraft at 8:30... 

Bob Bruninga, WB4APR, Takes APRS Underground  

March 13, 2013 - Bob Bruninga, WB4APR, led a group of radio amateurs earlier this month to Mammoth 
Cave -- the world’s longest known cave system -- at Mammoth Cave National Park in Kentucky to 
test how the Automatic Packet Reporting System (APRS) can be used as a means to extend radio 
communications underground. “When used underground, VHF and UHF radios can only work 
within a few hundred feet of each other and... 

ARRL, Microsoft Resolve E-mail Blockage  

March 12, 2013 - After more than 20,000 ARRL members had their arrl.net and arrl.org e-mails 
blocked by Microsoft, the issue has been resolved. According to ARRL Information Technology 
Manager Michael Keane, K1MK, Microsoft told the ARRL that the mail blockage from ARRL servers to 
Microsoft domains (including msn.com, hotmail.com, live.com and outlook.com) was mitigated 
as of Sunday, March 10. Microsoft caution... 

US Postal Service Introduces Global Forever Stamp  

March 12, 2013 - In addition to an increase in postal rates in January 2013, the US Postal Service 
introduced a new Global Forever First-Class Mail International stamp. Priced at $1.10 each and 
offered in a pane of 20, the new stamp offers a single price for any First-Class Mail International 1-ounce 
letter to any country in the world, as well as 2-ounce letters to Canada. The stamp is available online, at 
post... 

British Ham Receives 2012 Cass Award  

March 12, 2013 - Rob Chipperfield, M0VFC/ZD9UW, of Cambridge, England, received the 2012 Single-
Operator Cass Award. Presented annually, the Cass Award is a monetary award of $1000, offered as an 
incentive to encourage DXpedition operating excellence, and to encourage DXpeditions to maximize the 
number of DXers worked. 

Chipperfield received the award for working 3362 unique stations over his four-day DXpedition ... 

http://www.arrl.org/news/view/two-new-books-for-your-amateur-radio-library-this-spring
http://www.arrl.org/news/view/astronauts-return-to-earth-from-iss-watch-live-on-nasa-tv
http://www.arrl.org/news/view/bob-bruninga-wb4apr-takes-aprs-underground
http://www.arrl.org/news/view/arrl-microsoft-resolve-e-mail-blockage
http://www.arrl.org/news/view/us-postal-service-introduces-global-forever-stamp
http://www.arrl.org/news/view/british-ham-receives-2012-cass-award
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DARA to Provide Financial Support for Advanced Teachers Institute Session  

March 12, 2013 - The ARRL is preparing to present the 2013 sessions of its popular Teachers Institute 
on Wireless Technology this summer. For the fourth year in a row, the Dayton Amateur Radio 
Association (DARA) will provide financial support for the advanced session of the Teachers Institute 
(TI-2). The TI-2 session -- Remote Sensing and Data Gathering -- will be held July 22-25 at 
DARA’s new classroom facilit... 

W1AW Announces 2013 Spring Operating Schedule  

March 11, 2013 - With the switch from Standard Time to Daylight Saving Time this past weekend, W1AW 
Station Manager Joe Carcia, NJ1Q, has updated the W1AW operating schedule to reflect the change. Your 
local standard times have not changed, but the UTC times they reference have. 

Daily Visitor Operating Hours: 

1400 UTC-1600 UTC (10 AM-12 PM EDT), 1700 UTC-1945 UTC (1 PM-3:45 PM EDT) 

The K7RA Solar Update 

March 08, 2013 - Both the averages of daily sunspot numbers and solar flux rose, with the sunspot 
numbers up nearly 36 points to 93.3, and the solar flux up nearly 12 points to 112.6. The most active 
geomagnetic day was Friday, March 1, when the planetary A index was 27 and the mid-latitude A index 
was 23; Alaska’s high latitude College A index was a whopping 64. 

Sunspot numbers for February 28-March 6 were 63, ... 

FCC Issues $10,000 Fine to Missouri Man for Unlicensed Operation on 14.312 
MHz  

March 08, 2013 - On February 25, the FCC issued a Notice of Apparent Liability for Forfeiture (NAL) in 
the amount of $10,000 to Jared A. Bruegman, ex-KC0IQN, of Bolivar, Missouri. The FCC said that 
Bruegman “apparently and willfully violated Section 301 of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended 
by operating an unlicensed radio transmitter on the frequency 14.312 MHz in Bolivar, Missouri.” 
Bruegman -- who do... 

Surfin’: Computers and the Internet -- A Backward Glance 

March 08, 2013 - By Stan Horzepa, WA1LOU, Contributing Editor 

They’ve come a long way since the 1970s. - We take computers and the Internet for granted today. I first 

became interested in computers when Wayne Green, W2NSD, started writing about them in 73 magazine 

in the 1970s. Back then, you had to build your own from scratch or from kits. While I contemplated how 

to go about getting my own computer hardware, I bough... 

Florida Hams Prove that Ham Radio Works When Cell Phones Don’t  

March 06, 2013 - After a day of exploring the Green Swamp Wildlife Management Area -- which covers 
50,692 protected acres in Florida’s Lake, Polk and Sumter Counties -- with his grandson, Joe Cody, 
KE4WDP, of Winter Haven, Florida, saw that the roads were flooding and becoming hazardous. As he 
tried to drive out of the area, Cody’s small pick-up truck got bogged down in the mud. Since he was out of 
cell phone r... 

http://www.arrl.org/news/view/dara-to-provide-financial-support-for-advanced-teachers-institute-session
http://www.arrl.org/news/view/w1aw-announces-2013-spring-operating-schedule
http://www.arrl.org/news/view/the-k7ra-solar-update-260
http://www.arrl.org/news/view/fcc-issues-10-000-fine-to-missouri-man-for-unlicensed-operation-on-14-312-mhz
http://www.arrl.org/news/view/fcc-issues-10-000-fine-to-missouri-man-for-unlicensed-operation-on-14-312-mhz
http://www.arrl.org/news/view/surfin-computers-and-the-internet-a-backward-glance
http://www.arrl.org/news/view/florida-hams-prove-that-ham-radio-works-when-cell-phones-don-t
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AMATEUR RADIO NEWS (various sources) 

Amateur Radio Ops Come Together for Field Training, Emergency Preparedness: 
by stgeorgeutah.com on March 13, 2013  
WCARES is a group of about 40 amateur radio operators who volunteer their time, equipment and expertise to 
serve Washington County when the need for emergency communication arises, such as a natural disaster, 
blackout or other event causing the loss of Internet, cell phone or landline service. Every member is a qualified 
operator trained in incident communications, message handling and communications traffic control. The group also 
provides non-emergency communications support for events including Ironman St. George, Huntsman World 
Senior Games, Zion 100/50 marathon and St. George Marathon. “WCARES fills a communications gap,” WCARES 
Emergency Coordinator Jim Ashby said. “Our motto is ‘When all else fails, amateur radio is there.’ We will be there 
when the need arises to keep the lines of communication open and clear.”  

Scientists Use DNA to Create Nano-Encrypted Morse Code: 
by rdmag.com on March 13, 2013  
Hidden in a tiny tile of interwoven DNA is a message. The message is simple, but decoding it unlocks the secret of 
dynamic nanoscale assembly. Researchers at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign have devised a 
dynamic and reversible way to assemble nanoscale structures and used it to encrypt a Morse code message. Led 
by Yi Lu, the Schenck Professor of Chemistry, the team published its development in the Journal of the American 
Chemical Society. Scientists and engineers who work with nanoscale materials use an important technique called 
programmable assembly to strategically combine simple building blocks into larger functional components or 
structures. Such assembly is important for applications in electronics, photonics, medicine and much more. The 
researchers started with a template of DNA origami -- multiple strands of DNA woven into a tile. They “wrote” their 
message in the DNA template by attaching biotin-bound DNA strands to specific locations on the tiles that would 
light up as dots or dashes. Meanwhile, DNA bound to the biotin derivative filled the other positions on the DNA 
template. Then they bathed the tiles in a streptavidin solution. The streptavidin bonded to both the biotin and its 
derivative, making all the spots “light up” under an atomic force microscope and camouflaging the message. To 
reveal the hidden message, the researchers then put the tiles in a solution of free biotin. Since it binds to 
streptavidin so much more strongly, the biotin effectively removed the protein from the biotin derivative, so that only 
the DNA strands attached to the unaltered biotin kept hold of their streptavidin. The Morse code message, “NANO,” 
was clearly readable under the microscope.  

Amateur Radio: A Hobby Sure to Survive: 
by fortmcmurraytoday.com on March 12, 2013  
When the Internet, phones and electricity go out, communities can turn to local hobbyists for help. In Fort 
McMurray, amateur radio is becoming a popular hobby. Amateur radio provides more than an avenue to talk with 
people around the world: When emergency crews need information -- such as the Slave Lake forest fires or during 
the 9/11 attacks -- amateur radio operators and expansive networks are usually the ones to relay information to 
residents and authorities. In many ways, they are an “end-of-the-world” insurance policy for many communities. 
The Fort McMurray Amateur Radio Club is currently growing and looking for new members. The club meets every 
Saturday at 9 a.m. at the Royal Canadian Legion.  

Registration for ARDF 2013 Now Open: 
by brudirect.com on March 11, 2013  
Kota Batu - The Amateur Radio Direction Finding (ARDF) Competition' will be back for its second year, as 
announced during a press conference held at the Authority for Info-communications Technology Industry of Brunei 
Darussalam (AITI), where the competition this year will be held on April 14, located at Taman Riadah Tasik 
Sarubing, in Mukim Kota Batu. The event is organised in conjunction with AITI's 10th year anniversary. The ARDF 
competition allows participants to compete and show their skills in amateur radio direction finding. It requires the 
skills of orienteering and navigating of radio direction in locating hidden transmitters called 'beacons' or `foxes' 
within an area using the bearings of the transmitted signal in pedestrian mode. According to Hj Yahkup Hj Menudin, 
Chief Executive of AITI, "The objective of this event is to promote the use of amateur radio service in Brunei 
Darussalam and to create harmony and foster relations among radio enthusiasts. As one of the main events of 
AITI's 10th year anniversary celebration, we have put in attractive cash prizes for the fastest team to find the 
beacons and I hope to see an increase in participation from radio enthusiasts." The ARDF 2013 is open to 10 
teams and every team shall consist of three members with at least one person in the team holding a valid amateur 

http://www.eham.net/articles/29858
http://www.eham.net/articles/29857
http://www.eham.net/articles/29856
http://www.eham.net/articles/29855
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radio station licence. During the press conference, the media was briefed regarding the format of the competition, 
where last year's participants found ARDF 2012 less challenging, therefore AITI has designed this year's challenge 
to be much more difficult.  

Disaster Response Training: 
by commercialappeal.com on March 10, 2013  
Local residents from Tipton County and members of Tipton Amateur Radio Society received two full days of 
Disaster Response Training. The training classes were held Feb. 9, and Feb. 23. The Disaster Response Training 
was provided through the cooperative effort of the Tipton County Volunteer Organization Active in Disaster, in 
conjunction with the American Red Cross, with support of Tipton County Emergency Management Agency, 
Pleasant Grove Baptist Church, and Munford fire station. Tipton County ham radio operators continue to participate 
in disaster response training for the common purpose of providing organized emergency and/or auxiliary 
communications service to public safety and public service organizations.  

NASA Warns 'Something Unexpected is Happening to the Sun': 
by dailymail.co.uk on March 9, 2013  
'Something unexpected' is happening on the Sun, Nasa has warned. This year was supposed to be the year of 
'solar maximum,' the peak of the 11-year sunspot cycle. But as this image reveals, solar activity is relatively low. 
'Sunspot numbers are well below their values from 2011, and strong solar flares have been infrequent,' the space 
agency says. The image above shows the Earth-facing surface of the Sun on February 28, 2013, as observed by 
the Helioseismic and Magnetic Imager (HMI) on NASA's Solar Dynamics Observatory. It observed just a few small 
sunspots on an otherwise clean face, which is usually riddled with many spots during peak solar activity. Experts 
have been baffled by the apparent lack of activity - with many wondering if NASA simply got it wrong.  

ARNewsline Report 1856 -- Mar 8 2013: 
by Bill Pasternak (WA6ITF) on March 8, 2013  
The following is a QST. Scientists say Solar Cycle 24 may have two separate peaks; APRS found to extend the 
range of underground communications; a United Kingdom ham finds a long abandoned satellite that has come 
back to life; Last Man Standing to feature an episode with ham radio and Amateur Radio Newsline opens the 
nominating season for the 2013 Young Ham of the Year Award. Find out the details are on Amateur Radio 
Newsline report number 1856 coming your way right now.  

Fontana Students Enjoy being in Ham Radio Club: 
by fontanaheraldnews.com on March 8, 2013  
In this technologically advanced age of communication which features such 21st century tools as Facebook and 
Skype, there remains plenty of interest in a method that is more than 100 years old -- ham radio. Students at 
Dorothy Grant Elementary School in Fontana are among the more than 2 million people worldwide who are ham 
radio enthusiasts. The local students have their own amateur radio club and have talked to people from many areas 
of the United States and other countries. This endeavor is coordinated by Bev Matheson, a fourth-grade teacher at 
Grant, along with David Collingham, a Fontana High School graduate who is a ham radio expert based in Maryland. 
"The club consists of 30 fourth and fifth grade students who come every Thursday for an hour after school to work 
the radio and to study the Technician Manual in hopes of getting their own FCC license," Matheson said. "The club 
has become so popular that more and more kids want to join, but I just don't have enough room. The kids are highly 
motivated and want to learn as much as possible about electronics, the radio and the science behind radio 
technology." The club members operate a high frequency radio with a 15-foot vertical antenna. The FCC issued 
them an official call sign, K6DGE, which is also the name of the group's website, K6DGE.com.  

This Week in Radiosport: 
by The ARRL Letter on March 7, 2013  
This Week in Radiosport:  

Alleged Deliberate Interference Leads to $25,000 Fine for Florida Ham: 
by The ARRL Letter on March 7, 2013  
On March 1, the FCC issued a Notice of Apparent Liability for Forfeiture (NAL) in the amount of $25,000 to Terry L. 
VanVolkenburg, KC5RF, of Cocoa, Florida. The FCC alleged that VanVolkenburg "apparently willfully and 
repeatedly violated Sections 301 and 333 of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended..., by operating a radio 
transmitter without a license on...465.300 MHz and for interfering with licensed communications." VanVolkenburg 
holds an Advanced class license.  

http://www.eham.net/articles/29854
http://www.eham.net/articles/29849
http://www.eham.net/articles/29842
http://www.eham.net/articles/29843
http://www.eham.net/articles/29835
http://www.eham.net/articles/29834
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MT Governor Signs Legislation to Limit Antenna Restrictions, Protect Hams: 
by The ARRL Letter on March 7, 2013  
On February 28, Montana Governor Steve Bullock (D) signed House Bill 148 into law. Montana State 
Representative Pat Connell, WA7PDC, had submitted the bill -- Clarifying Local Government Authority to Regulate 
Amateur Radio Operations -- on the 2013 Montana legislative docket in order to protect Amateur Radio operators in 
Montana from distracted driving laws.  

Last Man Standing to Feature Amateur Radio Storyline: 
by The ARRL Letter on March 7, 2013  
In an episode scheduled to air Friday, March 15, the hit ABC comedy Last Man Standing -- starring Tim Allen as 
Mike Baxter, KA0XTT -- will feature a secondary ham radio storyline. This is the first time that the show will 
highlight Amateur Radio in its plot, showing various cast members on the air and communicating via ham radio.    

Southgate Amateur Radio News 

14 March   Tony's 10 Metre Band Report  

    Grant signals growth for ham radio group  

    Radio Hams test APRS underground  

    IOTA news from the Deutscher Amateur Radio Club  

    Special Events in Germany  

    Spanish special event station  

    G0KSC Antenna Presentations  

    Australian MW AM broadcaster heard in Scandinavia  

    Swedish Space Glider - FPV to Space and Back!  

    Boom microphone donated to National VOA Museum  

      
13 March   Galileo fixes Europe's position in history  

    Radio ham has trouble with BT 

    Radio Hams ready for Great Utah Shake-Out 

    NASA rover finds conditions once suited for ancient life on Mars  

    Special Event Station 2O12L - update  

    What Mt Ousley kids asked NASA astronauts via Ham Radio  

    April Issue of Practical Wireless  

    Europe's premiere amateur radio events  

    Amsat website - testing online now  

      

12 March   
ARISS contact with Mt. Ousley Public School, Fairy Meadow, NSW, 

Australia 

    International Museums Weekend special event  

    Hacking the Baofeng UV5R HT  

    Region 3 'Club of the Year'  

    Rob, M0VFC wins the Cass Award  

    Ham radio: a hobby sure to survive  

    John P. Flanigan W3EEH SK  

    MI0BWK on BBC TV  

    Celebrate Wellington! Special Event Station W4W - Update  

    AMSAT now preparing for two launch opportunities  

    

7O6T DXpedition video 
 
 

 
      

http://www.eham.net/articles/29833
http://www.eham.net/articles/29832
http://www.southgatearc.org/bands/10metres/march2013/march_14.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/march2013/grant_signals_growth_for_ham_radio_group.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/march2013/radio_hams_test_aprs_underground.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/iota/2013/darc/march_14.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/march2013/special_events_in_germany.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/march2013/isaac_peral_ses.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/march2013/g0ksc_antenna_presentations.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/march2013/australian_mw_am_broadcaster_heard_in_scandanavia.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/march2013/swedish_space_glider.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/march2013/boom_microphone_donated_to_national_voa_museum.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/march2013/galileo_fixes_europes_position_in_history.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/march2013/radio_ham_has_trouble_with_bt.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/march2013/radio_hams_ready_for_great_utah_shake_out.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/march2013/nasa_rover_finds_conditions_once_suited_for_ancient_life_on_mars.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/march2013/special_event_station_2o12l_update.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/march2013/what_mt_ousley_kids_asked_nasa_astronauts_via_ham_radio.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/march2013/april_issue_of_practical_wireless.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/march2013/europes_premiere_amateur_radio_events.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/march2013/amsat_website_testing_on_line_now.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/march2013/ariss_event_1203.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/march2013/ariss_event_1203.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/march2013/international_museums_weekend_special_event.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/march2013/hacking_the_baofeng_uv5r_ht.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/march2013/region_3_club_of_the_year.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/march2013/rob_m0vfc_wins_the_cass_award.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/march2013/ham_radio_a_hobby_sure_to_survive.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/march2013/john_p_flanigan_w3eeh_sk.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/march2013/mi0bwk_on_bbc_tv.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/march2013/celebrate_wellington_special_event_station_w4w.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/march2013/amsat_now_preparing_for_two_launch_opportunities.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/march2013/7o6t_dxpedition_video.htm
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11 March   IOTA news from OPDX  

    
Video of ISS ham radio contact with Lycee Polyvalent Anatole 

France  

    Ham Radio on KFDM 6 TV News  

    European Table of Frequency Allocations 

    Magnetic loop remote tune  

    DXCC Country/Entity Report  

    IARU Monitoring System Newsletter  

    Tuvalu DXpedition problems  

    GlobalSET in April twice 

    14th IARU Region 1 Youth ARDF Championships 2013  

    Recollections of 1933 Long Beach earthquake  

    Homebuilt Surface Mount 40/20m Receiver  

    New Social Networking site for Radio Hams  

    History This Week  

      
10 March   Bright Comet Pan-STARRS update 

    Low-cost 24MHz-1.85GHz Software Defined Radio 

    
Major boost for SARL Antenna Defence Fund breaks the R50,000 

target  

    Propagation Report from Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP  

    New free ATV magazine 

    Make Amateur Radio Part of Your Plan  

    Ham Radio Introduction video  

    Ham Radio CubeSat to burn-up in atmosphere  

    GX0MWT at Sandford Mill Radio Museum Open Day  

      
9 March   Chelmsford to hold Advanced Exam in July 

    Behind the scenes of Last Man Standing show  

    Fontana students enjoy being in ham radio club  

    Propagation de K7RA  

    ARISS contact with school in France re-scheduled March 9, 2013  

    Broadcast group condemns China over radio jamming  

      
8 March   RAC Field Organization, Industry Canada meet in Ottawa  

    NASA TV coverage planned for space station Soyuz landing  

    Al Jazeera: Short-Wave Radio Ban  

    Smoke detector sends morse code  

    Solomon Islands  

    Japanese special event stations 

    Dave Raycroft's ICPO Bulletin  

    DX News from the ARRL  

    RFinder - The World Wide Repeater Directory now in Japanese!  

    Veteran French Morse Code Operator  

  

  

http://www.southgatearc.org/iota/2013/opdx/march_11.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/march2013/ariss_event_video_0903.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/march2013/ariss_event_video_0903.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/march2013/ham_radio_on_kfdm_6_tv_news.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/march2013/european_table_of_frequency_allocations.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/march2013/magnetic_loop_remote_tune.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/march2013/dxcc_report_1103.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/march2013/iaru_monitoring_system_newsletter.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/march2013/tuvalu_dxpedition_problems.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/march2013/globalset_in_april_twice.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/march2013/14th_iaru_region_1_youth_ardf_championships_2013.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/march2013/recollections_of_1933_long_beach_earthquake.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/march2013/homebuilt_surface_mount_40_20m_receiver.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/march2013/new_social_networking_site_for_radio_hams.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/march2013/history_11_march.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/march2013/bright_comet_pan_starrs_update.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/march2013/low_cost_software_defined_radio.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/march2013/major_boost_for_sarl_antenna_defence_fund_breaks_the_r50000_target.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/march2013/major_boost_for_sarl_antenna_defence_fund_breaks_the_r50000_target.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/propagation/2013/zs6bzp/march_10.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/march2013/new_free_atv_magazine.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/march2013/make_amateur_radio_part_of_your_plan.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/march2013/ham_radio_introduction_video.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/march2013/ham_radio_cubesat_to_burn_up_in_atmosphere.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/march2013/gx0mwt_at_sandford_mill_radio_museum_open_day.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/february2013/chelmsford_to_hold_advanced_exam_in_july.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/march2013/behind_the_scenes_of_last_man_standing_show.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/march2013/fontana_students_enjoy_being_in_ham_radio_club.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/propagation/2013/k7ra/010_march_09.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/march2013/ariss_event_0903.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/march2013/broadcast_group_condemns_china_over_radio_jamming.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/march2013/rac_ic_meeting_in_ottawa.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/march2013/nasa_tv_coverage_planned_for_space_station_soyuz_landing.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/march2013/al_jazeera_short_wave_radio_ban.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/march2013/smoke_detector_sends_morse_code.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/march2013/solomon_islands.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/march2013/japanese_special_event_stations.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/icpo/index.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/dxnews/index.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/march2013/rfinder_now_in_japanese.htm
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/march2013/veteran_french_morse_code_operator.htm
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Repeater Information 

Repeater Interference 

The 146.955 repeater continues to see interference to existing conversations as 

well as at random quiet times throughout the day and night. The repeater 

interference committee needs your help in collecting data. If you hear any type of 

interference, please report the following info to "repeater" at "wb1gof.org":  

 Time: When did the event happen? 

 Observing location: Where were you? Were you mobile?  

 Frequency: Input only (146.355 MHz) 

 What you heard: Voices, tones, kerchunking or whatever. 

 Signal strength: Either by ear (noisy, quiet or full quiet) or S meter 

 Radio: To get an idea of the reporter’s radio situation.  

* Most important - what direction: How did you determine direction? This is the most essential piece of 

information. Even if it's an estimate as in "Roughly east" or "from the Northeast" it's useful. NEVER EVER reply 

or direct any thing to the sick person causing the interference.  Because some of us have answered this person, he 

knows we are aware of him and that is what keeps him doing it. Also since you are communicating with a non 

IDing station you are operating just as illegally as he is. YOU ARE BROADCASTING! NEVER TALK ABOUT 

INTERFERENCE on air. NEVER 

If you are interested in assisting in helping us identify the sources of interference, contact Terry-KA8SCP. 

EmComm events and repeater use 

Most everyone knows that the 146.955 repeater is used during times of emergency situations, drills and 

exercises. Skywarn and the monthly EmComm drills are the normal events.  

So what does this mean to those that are just looking for regular QSOs with other users? It means that if 

you are in a regular QSO and there is a significant weather situation that has been getting press/air-time 

lately, you can expect that if severe weather develops in our area, the folks from Taunton-WX1BOX may 

interrupt a QSO and ask anyone on frequency what may be happening weather wise. The BOX operator 

will probably ask for specific information, hail, wind damage, property dame from lightning or wind, etc. 

Please give him the information he needs or tell him that you’ve not heard of any such activity. You don’t 

need to tell him it is sunny in Nashua! 

There may come a time when an unexpected emergency situation arises. These will significant events 

that may affect life and property. This is where EmComm activity may step in. Usually an NCS will 

interrupt a QSO and announce the situation and ask for a QSO to cease or to be “aware” of the possibility 

of priority calls/traffic. Please make sure you leave breaks between transmissions so stations with traffic 

can get in between QSOs. If there is enough traffic, it may be necessary for your existing/interrupted QSO 

QSY to another frequency. You should use your best judgment or check with the NCS on what he feels is 

best. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to correspond with either Hugh-N1QGE (Westford 

EmComm/Skywarn NCS) or Terry-KA8SCP (MEMA Region 1 Communications Officer and Skywarn 

NCS) . They will be more than happy to talk about these programs with you. 

 

Repeater info is now available on the PART website. Check out the 

links to the summit information as well as coverage and plot plans maps 
for the WB1GOF repeaters. Complete info on the site can be found at this URL. 

 

http://wb1gof.org/
http://toolserver.org/~geohack/geohack.php?pagename=WB1GOF&params=42_34_36_N_71_26_31_W_type:landmark_scale:2000
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This month’s editor: Terry Stader – KA8SCP 

 

PART official mailing address is: 

PART, PO Box 503, Westford, MA 01886 

 

Our website is: http://wb1gof.org 

Our forum is: http://wb1gof.net/forums/  

Contact us at: info@wb1gof.org 
Follow us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/wb1gof  

Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/wb1gof  

 

   

 

PART Gear 

The PART Quartermaster has lots of great PART-ware for sale including 
mugs and shirts. You can get information how you can obtain your PART-
ware at the monthly club meetings.  
 
Club members are also encouraged to obtain an official PART badge from 
The Sign Man (http://thesignman.com/clubs/part.html) PLEASE NOTE: 
Please check with Hugh Maguire-N1QGE, hulin127@verizon.net, if you 
need a badge.  

 

EmComm 

Emergency Communications – The WB1GOF 146.955 repeater is 
used on the first Monday of every month (except federal/state 
holidays) for an EmComm Net starting at 1930 local time. If you are 
interested in being part of the local emergency communications team 
in your community, feel free to contact any of the following folks: 
Terry Stader – KA8SCP, MEMA Region 1 Communications Officer 
Hugh Maguire – N1QGE, for the Town of Westford 
Bill Ohm – W1OHM, for the Town of Chelmsford 
- We need radio operators that can pass messages on to the local 

emergency management directors in several towns in northern 
Middlesex County. 

Skywarn - The WB1GOF 146.955 repeater is also used for reporting significant weather events to the 
National Weather Service from our local spotters. We expect to have a local Skywarn training class in 
2010, more information as it becomes available. You can provide valuable information even if you have 
not attended one of the training sessions. Listen to the Skywarn Net Control Station for reporting criteria, 
when you have information that qualifies, please advise him with your report. 
Situational Awareness – Recently, the Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency has asked the 
Amateur Radio community to provide situational 
awareness and disaster intelligence information within 
your local community via EmComm nets and/or 
Skywarn stations. Significant events such as widespread 
power outages can be reported and by agencies such as 
MEMA to evaluate the scope of a blackout for example. 
Initially, you should try and contact the EmComm Net 
Control Stations on the Westford 146.955 repeater to 
pass this information. More on this new program will be 
forthcoming. 
PART Sunday Night Net – The PART Net each 
Sunday night is an IMPORTANT part of our regional 
EmComm function. With each station that checks in 
from the surrounding communities, we test our ability 
to communicate vital information to the ham radio 
community. Sure we announce club info but we can also 
communicate regional disaster news and serve as a 
“hub” for news of situations in our communities. The 
repeater is on a generator, so even if we loose power in 
the region, an HT with a supply of batteries will 
reconnect you to other local hams.  

Scan this 
QR code 

http://wb1gof.org/
http://wb1gof.net/forums/
mailto:info@wb1gof.org
http://www.twitter.com/wb1gof
http://www.facebook.com/wb1gof
http://www.westfordma.gov/pages/government/towndepartments/WestfordMA_fire/index
http://www.westfordpolice.org/
http://ares.ema.arrl.org/
http://www.arrl.org/
http://ema.arrl.org/
http://qrcode.kaywa.com/img.php?s=8&d=http://bitly.com/xwTBxj
http://thesignman.com/clubs/part.html
http://thesignman.com/clubs/part.html
mailto:hulin127@verizon.net

