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What is GridTracker?

● Open Source ham radio software for Windoze, Mac, and Linux
● In 2018: Listen to WSJT-X traffic and display it on a map
● In 2021: A very powerful ham radio tool, not just for FT8
● Displays a LOT of information on an attractive map
● Very customizable
● Does more than track grids/QSOs/QSLs



  

Download the Software

● Download location:
http://gridtracker.org/downloads

● Available for:
– Windoze, Mac, Linux, Raspberry Pi 3 & 4

● Quick Start Guide (installation instructions and setup):
http://gridtracker.org/docs

● GridTracker can run standalone
● Works well with:

– WSJT-X: https://www.physics.princeton.edu/pulsar/k1jt/wsjtx.html
– JTDX (a GPL fork of WSJT-X): https://www.jtdx.tech/en/about

http://gridtracker.org/downloads
http://gridtracker.org/docs
https://www.physics.princeton.edu/pulsar/k1jt/wsjtx.html
https://www.jtdx.tech/en/about


  

Installation and Setup

● The Quick Start Guide has all of the details
● Be sure to do the setup correctly
● If not, GridTracker and WSJT-X won‘t communicate



  

GridTracker Main Window



  

Main Window Features

● Righthand column (top to bottom)
– Status of communication with WSJT-X, band, mode, etc.
– Graph of activity per band (from PSKReporter)
– Stats about QSOs and QSLs from available log files
– Map View Filters
– Square Icons – mouse hover to see the function, click to invoke it
– GridTracker status (saved screenshot, logged QSO, etc)



  

Map View Filter
● Typically:  Band,Mode=Auto, Prop=Unknown, Data=Live 
● Band

– Auto: track band setting from WSJT-X
– Mixed: display all available QSO data
– Or...pick a desired band

● Mode: 
– Auto: track mode in use in WSJT-X
– Or….pick a specific mode

● Data
– Live: what‘s happening right now (from WSJT-X)
– Logbook: load your log file (or download it) and display it
– Logbook and Live: display both!



  

Different Maps are Available



  

Different Maps are Available



  

Display Live Data



  

Live Data Explained

● Green lines (marching ants) are QSOs heard by your radio
● Red line: your QSO during transmit
● Red hightlight around AK: somebody called CQ AK
● See Map Legend:

– Zoom in to see the boxes more clearly
– Green box: somebody calling CQ
– Blue box: somebody in a QSO
– Orange box: Your QTH
– Red box: grid has been confirmed (QSL) when Logbook data enabled



  

Logbook Data Display



  

Logbook Data Explained

● Refer to the Map Legend (near bottom right)
– Red boxes: confirmed grids
– Yellow boxes: unconfirmed grids
– No box: no QSO with that grid

● Point to a grid with the mouse to get QSO info



  

Logbook Data Displayed



  

Logbook & Live Data Displayed



  

Logbook and Live: Zoom In



  

Logbook and Live Explained

● Some boxes are rectangular
– Colors match the map legend

● Some boxes have a diagonal line
– Top left is the logbook status
– Bottom right is the live status

● Example: Top left red, bottom right green
– Means that you‘ve confirmed the grid

and somebody is calling CQ



  

Call Roster

● This display can be filtered in many ways:
– New, unconfirmed, all traffic, etc.

● Light blue highlight is needed grid
● Click the callsign once to start a QSO



  

Call Roster: Needed DXCC entity

● A station is calling KB1OIQ (dark blue)
● Several grids are needed (light blue)
● Moldova is a needed DXCC entity (golden color)



  

Map Layers

● Many layers can be added to the map
● Too many layers makes the map challenging to read
● Examples:

– Nexrad and lightning strikes – shows storms (is lightning in your 
area?)

– Grids
– Other GridTracker users
– Grey line
– Timezones



  

Nexrad Display



  

Grid Display #1



  

Grid Display #2



  

Other GridTracker Users



  

Timezones



  

Additional Map Overlays

● CQ zones
● ITU zones
● WAC (worked all continents)
● WAS (worked all states)
● DXCC
● USC (US Counties)
● US48 (Fred Fish 6m)



  

Logging

● Logging info comes from many places
– Locally wsjtx-log.adi
– User specified ADIF log file(s)
– Upload / Download of logs:

● LoTW, ClubLog, HDRLOG, Cloudlog, eQSL, QRZ.com

● Go to the Settings – Logging menu 



  

Additional Features

● Callsign Lookup
● Speech alerts
● Audio alerts
● Chat with other GridTracker users
● Statistics

– Grids, distance, prefixes, awards, modes, LOTS of stuff here! 



  

Summary

● GridTracker is highly capable of displaying a lot of information
● Integrates nicely with WSJT-X and JTDX
● Integrates nicely with LoTW and other online repositories

– QSOs automatically uploaded
– QSOs downloaded each time GridTracker is started

● Open Source – thank you!



  

The End

● Thank you for attending!
● Let‘s attempt a live demo…….


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30

