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Small Lot, Small Station, 100W 
and Lots of Enthusiasm

• 100’ x 100’ lot

• Inverted-L: This is my work-
horse antenna for the past few 
years. A wire antenna with a 55' 
vertical section and the rest sloping 
downward to about 35' 
height. Can get on 160 thru 
6 meters with a tuner.

• Previously used an MFJ-1796 
vertical dipole to get on 
40/20/15/10/6 (no radials needed).

• Tossed up a 12m/10m dipole for 
awhile, but didn’t use much

• 6m Yagi: 4-element Arrow (52-
4S). Mounted up 16ft on fiberglass 
mast pole sections, using 
Armstrong Model for rotator

• Running up to 100W.



AG1A Station
December 2019

• Had a Yaesu FT-920 for the longest time (SSB, RTTY, some CW and JT65).  

• My station moved from room to room over time in the house.  Eventually 
settling in what I call the LabCave. 

• Picked up a ICOM IC-7300 in 2017; retired the FT-920; dabbled in FT8

• Built a new computer in December 2019, added (3) 24” curved monitor 
array—a.k.a. the “Ham Command Center”



Operating Awards 2020-2021

• 5BWAS #3941 - 06-JUL-2021
• w/endorsements on 160m, 30m, 17m, 12m → 9BWAS
• Only need AK and HI for 6m WAS
• Medallions on backorder

• DXCC Challenge Level 1,000 - 15-JUL-2021

• 5BDXCC #9921 - 31-OCT-2021
• w/endorsements for 30m, 17m, 12m → 8BDXCC
• Cannot consist of deleted entities
• Need 17 more QSLs for 160m-DXCC

• VUCC-6m #3038 - 25-JUN-2020
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AG1A DXCC QSL Count History  by Band

160m 80m 40m 30m 20m 17m 15m 12m 10m 6m

17m

30m

80m
12m
10m

160m

6m

20m

15m

40m
Moved from 
Grayslake, IL to 
Westford, MA

DXCC GOAL

Inverted-L wire

DXCC Mixed

NEXT SLIDE

IC7300 / FT8 dabbling

FT8 + Covidian
Influence

TIMELINE



0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

110

120

130

140

150

5-Jan-20 5-Feb-20 5-Mar-20 5-Apr-20 5-May-20 5-Jun-20 5-Jul-20 5-Aug-20 5-Sep-20 5-Oct-20 5-Nov-20 5-Dec-20 5-Jan-21 5-Feb-21 5-Mar-21 5-Apr-21 5-May-21 5-Jun-21 5-Jul-21 5-Aug-21 5-Sep-21 5-Oct-21

Q
SL

s
AG1A DXCC QSL Count History by Band

(2020-2021)

160m 80m 40m 30m 20m 17m 15m 12m 10m 6m
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30m

80m
12m
10m

160m
(17 to go)

6m
(55 to go)

20m

15m

40m

DXCC GOAL

2020
APR 27th – 40m
APR 30th – 20m
OCT 26th – 15m
DEC 16th – 30m

2021
FEB 1st – 17m
JUN 24th – 80m
OCT 6th – 12m
OCT 31st – 10m

DXCC Challenge 
Level 1,000 
Achieved

TIMELINE



85%

7%

8%

General Mode Breakdown of all DX QSLs in DXCC Challenge / 8BDXCC 

DATA (FT8, FT4, RTTY, PSK, JT65) PHONE CW

~1,136 QSLs

There is data to support 
breaking out the large 
DATA category into FT8, 
FT4, etc., but would 
take some effort to 
match the overall LoTW
QSL log with the QSLs 
used for these awards.

Logbook of the World



Helpful Tools 
Used
Excel 
• Homebrew spreadsheet for WAS tracking

PSKreporter
• https://pskreporter.info/
• Set up links in a folder for each band

HamSpots
• https://hamspots.net

JT Alert
• https://hamapps.com/

Gridtracker
• https://gridtracker.org/

And of course, Logbook of the World
• https://lotw.arrl.org/

https://pskreporter.info/
https://hamspots.net/
https://hamapps.com/
https://gridtracker.org/
https://lotw.arrl.org/


Other Helpful Tools 
I have used for the 
chase and tracking



Recent Shift in 
Strategy

Chasing DXpeditions!

• DXpedition Dance Card to keep focused

• Used DXpedition news sources

• Favorite → https://dxnews.com/

• Monitor activity on http://dxsummit.fi/

• Filter to focus on targets.

https://dxnews.com/
http://dxsummit.fi/


Still many other awards for 
me to chase…

• Worked All Zones (2 to go)

• 160m & 6m DXCC

• CW DXCC

• VUCC Satellite

• Triple Play (WAS on 
Phone, Digi, and CW)

• Bumping up DX counts in 
general

• DXCC Challenge Level 
1,500

• Fred Fish Memorial Award 
(FFMA - 488 gridsquares
of the lower 48 states)

FFMA on Gridtracker



Snapshot of Gridtracker
view of ALL DX QSL (mixed) 
thru 11/09/21.

GREEN = QSL’d
YELLOW = Worked, pending QSL



November 2021 view of station…



Thanks to my Hamily
and Friends  for the 
support during this 
Challenge Quest!

• Wayne / AG1A

• Michelle / K9DOG

• Megan / KC1FGH

• Mikayla / N1BKR

N1BKR

KC1FGH


