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Contents of this document are Copyright © 2008 by PART of Westford. 

All Rights Reserved. 

 

Noncommercial and Education Use 

Permission to use the content of this document is hereby granted to education 

institutions (both faculty and students) for nonprofit use. 

 

Commercial Use 

Any commercial or for-profit use must be approved in writing by the copyright 

holders and will require appropriate license agreements. 

 

Permission Guidelines 

PART requires any use of content from this document to be properly credited 

to “PART of Westford.” 

 

Prior permission to use content from this document is not required for 

situations covered by this Legal Notice in which permission for not-for-profit 

use has been granted. Prior permission to use content may be obtained by mail: 

 

PART of Westford 

PO BOX 503 

Westford, MA 01886-0015 

 

Or by email at info@wb1gof.org 
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Welcome 

Since 1933 Field Day has been a tradition in Amateur Radio. It is the contest that is not a 
contest held each year in the fourth full weekend in June challenging operators to drag 
their equipment, antennas, power supplies, ropes, insect repellent, and comfortable 
clothes out of the house and into “the field” to work the world. While some of this 
sounds like a picnic (literally), serious business is also afoot. Every Field Day exercise 
could be the key practice event before the next hurricane, earthquake, or flood. 

There is a thrill communicating with someone hundreds, or thousands of miles away 
with just a wire and a box of mysterious looking parts. Radio operators routinely talk 
between continents with less power than that used by a nightlight. There is science. 
There is engineering. There is know-how. Some of the brightest engineers, scientists, 
doctors, and teachers are also Amateur Radio operators. 

Field Day represents the best opportunity for Amateur Radio operators nationwide to 
show the public what we do. Mostly, we have fun! But, this isn’t just a fun day in the 
sun. This event is scored. The American Radio Relay League, the national organization 
for Amateur Radio, has a point system that allows individuals and clubs to compete 
and vie for the top spot in a given category. Radio contesting, or radiosport, as it has 
become to be known, is a rapidly growing hobby in its own right with Field Day as one 
of its earliest progenitors. In a typical radio contest, operators work during a fixed 
period, contact as many stations as is possible, and exchanging some set pieces of 
information in the process. Each contact earns points. 

This is the contest that is not a contest, as some have come to call it, because Field Day 
points may be obtained not only from on-air activities, but also from preparation 
activities, events during the weekend, and from participation from the public and 
government officials. Field Day is not just about working the radio; Field Day is also 
about working well within the system, and part of the community. 

In the past, PART has taken the rules for what they were, operating a few stations and 
submitting the score without much fanfare. Last year, PART tried something quite new 
and unique. It used the event as a platform for learning, cross-training, and mentoring. 
One of the fine traditions in the Amateur Radio Service is that of Elmering, a term that 
evokes an image of an old man (named Elmer, of course), taking a young man under 
his wing and teaching him all he knows. Before the Internet, before vast retail chains 
and Federal Express, before Adult Education classes at the local community college, 
there was the Elmer and his understudy learning about electronics and antennas and 
skywave propagation. 

We celebrated the Elmer by promoting a series of Toolbox Talks, brief, intimate 
demonstrations and hands-on discussions taught by club members, for club members. 
These talks (discussed in detail later) covered a wide range of topics from simple 
things like “how to make a dipole”, to more complicated things like “how to predict 
HF propagation”. 
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This educational program was so successful that the ARRL incorporated an 
Educational Activity Bonus into the 2008 rules for all participants: 

FD rule 7.3.10. Educational activity bonus: One (1) 100-point bonus may be claimed if 
your Field Day operation includes a specific educational-related activity. The activity 
can be diverse and must be related to amateur radio. It must be some type of formal 
activity It can be repeated frequently during the Field Day period but only one bonus 
is earned. For more information consult the FAQ in the complete Field Day packet. 
Available to Classes A & F entries and available clubs or groups operating from a club 
station in class D and E with 3 or more participants. 

We will build upon our success last year and foster a sense of hands-on learning and 
experimentation.  Toolbox Talks will continue.  Additionally, we will encourage 
operators to try a variety of antennas, HF and VHF/UHF.  Our initial plan is to have 
single and multi-band horizontal and vertical HF antennas and a variety of VHF/UHF 
antennas.  Participants will be encouraged to switch among the various choices and 
learn how each works under given conditions.  

The antennas we use as part of formal Field Day will be resonant and should not 
require the use of a tuner.  During an actual emergency, however, we may only be able 
to erect a random wire.  These days, automatic antenna tuners abound, but how many 
of us have used a manual tuner?  In the spirit  of learning, we will set up a radio, 
manual tuner, and antenna separate from the Field day rigs and make the system 
available (on a non-interference basis) for folks to experiment .    

PART has always fostered “community” with their holiday supper, first Saturday 
breakfasts, and weekly early-bird breakfasts.  This year we will hold a bar-b-que 
Saturday night to complement these activities. 

While we will not score as many points as those hard-charging, point chasing 
contesters, we believe that no one will teach more, or learn more this weekend than the 
members of PART. And, we believe that somewhere, an old man with thinning gray 
hair named Elmer is smiling because of it.  Welcome to Field Day 2008. — The PART 
Field Day Staff
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PART 2008 Field Day Staff Directory 

Role Lead Contact this person for… 

Field Day 
Chairman 

Steve Telsey 
(N1BDA) 

Contact the Field Day Chairman for general questions, 
problems, or concerns with the event that cannot be 
resolved by those listed below.  

Toolbox Talk 
Chief 

B. Scott Andersen 
(NE1RD) 

Contact the Toolbox Talk Chief regarding problems 
with the schedule for talks, or for assistance with 
facilities or other needs associated with these talks. 

Safety Officer 
Charles Suprin 

(AA1VS)  

Contact the Safety Officer immediately in the case of 
any injury (no matter how minor it may seem), or if any 
hazard is identified. 

Facilities Manager 
Alan Lewis  

(K1ALL) 

Contact the Facilities Manager if there are any problems 
with the building, grounds, parking, electricity, 
plumbing, or air conditioning.  

Antenna Raising 
Captain 

Steve Telsey 
(N1BDA) 

Contact the Antenna Raising Captain for any questions 
regarding the placement and erection of antennas. 

SSB Station Chief 
Alan Lewis   
(K1ALL) 

Contact the SSB Station Chief regarding problems with 
the radio or computer on the SSB station. 

CW Station Chiefs 

Bryce Salmi  
(KB1LQC) 
Brent Salmi  
(KB1LQD) 

Contact the CW Station Chiefs regarding problems with 
the radio or computer on the CW/Data station.  

Digital Station 
Chiefs 

Rich Crisafulli 
(AB1HD)  
Steve Rimsa 
(WA1KBE) 

Contact the Digital Station Chiefs regarding problems 
with the radio or computer on the digital station.  

VHF/UHF Station 
Chief 

Allison Parent 
(KB1GMX) 

Contact the VHF/UHF Station Chief regarding 
problems with the radio or computer on the VHF/UHF 
station. 

Natural Power 
Station Chief 

Allison Parent 

(KB1GMX) 
 

Message Captain TBD 
Receive ARRL Field day Bulletin, send message to SM, 
relay message traffic as needed. 
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Food Captain 
Alan Lewis 
(K1ALL) 

 

Photographer 
Bob Schmeichel 
(N1RXV) 

 

Guest Relations 
Captain 

TBD 

This event will draw the press, Carlisle government 
officials, ARRL representatives, and the general public. 
Please direct them to the Guest Relations Lead, or his 
assistants. Dave Welsh (WI1R) and Hugh Maguire 
(N1QGE) assist. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

                       CARLISLE EMERGENCY NUMBERS 

 

 

                                   911 
 

         

WB1GOF/R autopatch code: 918  
(# to hang up) 

         

                       Non-Emergency Police:  (978) 369-1155 
 

                          Non-Emergency Fire:  (978) 369-1442 
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Schedule of Events for Saturday  
 

Time Courtyard Barn 

9:00 AM 

to 

11:00 AM 

Antenna erection  
 

DO  NOT  TRANSMIT 
DURING  THIS  TIME 

Station setup 
 
 

11:00 PM How to build the new Carolina Windom antenna  

11:30 PM Simple wire antenna properties and characteristics  

12:00 PM  Contesting 101 

12:30 AM  Working Field Day 
Contest on the Air 

1:00 PM Lunch Finalize station setup 

2:00 PM Demystifying Desense 

2:30 PM Knots 

3:00 PM Quadrifilar Helix Antenna 

3:30 PM LT Spice 

4:00 PM Ham Radio and Linux 

4:30 PM APRS and Digipeating 

5:00 PM Maritime Mobile Nets 
5:30 PM Ionosphere 

5:30 PM Supper preparations 

6:00 PM Bar-b-que Supper 

 

 
 

On-air 
Operations 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Operations continue as 
long as operators 
would like. 

 
 
Note:  Location of the Toolbox Talks is weather dependent.  They may be held in 
the barn, either in the main room to the right of the door or in the smaller area to the 
left of the door. 
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Schedule of Events for Sunday 

 

Time Courtyard Barn 
12:00 AM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
There is an opportunity to offer encores 
of the most popular Toolbox Talks and 

the antenna tuner workshop. 

12:00 PM Informal Lunch 

 

 

 

 

 
On-air 

Operations 
 
 

 
2:00 PM All operations cease 

 Tear down 
Please bring HTs and set to the  
frequency 146.550 SIMPLEX 

to coordinate outdoor activities 
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Operating at Field Day 

The PART Field Day operation will feature four stations: an HF SSB station, a CW 
station, and digital station, and a VHF/UHF station.   Stations will be positioned in the 
facility’s main room to the right of the entrance.   We will be class 3D.  We may 
dedicate a rig to CW and in that case will operate 3D. 

The exchange, the information transferred during each QSO, consists of the category 
and location for each station. The ARRL section for Carlisle is Eastern Massachusetts, 
abbreviated EMA. A typical on-air exchange for both SSB and CW appear below. 

TYPICAL SSB EXCHANGE 

WE:  CQ CQ Contest This is Whiskey Bravo One Golf Oscar Foxtrot, Whiskey Bravo 
One Golf Oscar Foxtrot standing by for a call. 

THEY: Kilo Bravo Nine Alpha. 

WE: Kilo Bravo Nina Alpha, you are three delta EMA Echo Mike Alpha over. 

THEY: Roger. You are three alpha Illinois.  

WE: Roger your three alpha Illinois. Thank you. This is Whiskey Bravo One Golf 
Oscar Foxtrot standing by for a call. 

TYPICAL CW EXCHANGE 

WE:     CQ TEST DE WB1GOF WB1GOF K 

THEY: KB9A 

WE:     KB9A DE WB1GOF — UR 3D EMA BK 

THEY: R R UR 3A IL BK 

WE:     R TU CQ TEST DE WB1GOF K 

TYPICAL PSK31 EXCHANGE 

WE: CQ FD CQ FD DE WB1GOF WB1GOF K 

THEY: KB9A 

WE: KB9A DE WB1GOF PSE CPY 3D EMA  3D EMA BK 

THEY: WB1GOF DE KB9A TU PSE CPY 3A IL 3A IL BK 

WE: KB9A DE WB1GOF TU GL QRZ K 

The signal report, categories for our stations, locations, and the stations we contact, 
must be logged properly along with the time (always in GMT), date, band, and mode. 
Additional information on computer logging may be found with the operating 
instructions for each station. 
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General Operating Rules 

There will be multiple operators, on multiple radios, all in a limited space. There must 
be rules in place to avoid chaos! This section covers some of the general rules to be 
used during this event. 

1. Remember the club’s event goals. This is an elmering event where the emphasis is 
on teaching, training, and sharing. Please help create an atmosphere of sharing. 
Encourage all members to get on the air. Assist those new to HF or contesting so 
they “learn the ropes.”  

2. Stations are operated in tandem. Ideally stations have one experienced operator 
paired with a less experienced one. Both listen, but one operator executes the QSO 
and creates the log entry.  

3. Headphones must be used. Each station has two sets of headphones for the 
tandem operators. CW and Data Mode operations should be completely silent. 
Phone operators are encouraged to keep noise to a minimum. Again, with three 
stations in a small space, noise from one station can diminish the effectiveness (and 
fun!) of others. 

4. Computer logging must be used. Each station will utilize computer logging, 
though not necessarily the same logging program, if available. Paper-and-pencil 
logging is strongly discouraged. One of the most important elements of contesting 
(and DXing and DXpeditioning) is keeping an accurate log. Please help ensure that 
the club submits a “clean” log by double-checking call signs, exchanges, and 
carefully recording band changes if your station does not use computer-based rig 
control. 

5. Computer-based rig control will be used wherever possible. Computer 
automation, including computer rig control, is a key part of modern radiosport. 
Operators are encouraged to familiarize themselves with this technology. 
(Attending the Toolbox Talk on the subject is also encouraged.) 

6. Band coordination. Modern transceivers are marvels of sensitivity and can be 
easily damaged by strong signals. The two HF stations must operate on different 
bands. Operators must coordinate with their fellow operators at the other station 
before making a band change.  Failure to observe this rule may result in a 
destroyed radio. 

      Cards will be available with a band on each card.  There will be one card per band 
covering SSB, CW, and digital modes.  You must have the card matching the band 
on which you will be operating.  Cards for unused bands will be kept in a single 
location.  Do not take a card from another station! 

7. Observe NO TRANSMISSION times in the schedule. Prior to 11AM local time 
antenna work will take place. Do not transmit until given the ALL CLEAR from the 
Field Day Chairman. 
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8. Safety First! In the event of lightning in the area, operations of all stations shall 
cease. Antenna feed lines will be removed from the radios and secured. Please 
follow directives from Field Day staff. Operations will not resume until staff 
members give the ALL CLEAR. 

9. Observe good operating practices at all times. This is an elmering event. Please 
provide a good example for your peers both on-the-air, and off. Use standard 
phonetics when on phone. Favor accuracy over speed on CW. Keep bandwidth use 
to a minimum on PSK-31 by lowering power levels and monitoring modulation. 
Steer clear of band edges. Be courteous.   Don’t be a lid! 

10. Treat all equipment and facilities with respect. We are guests in this facility. All 
provided equipment has been loaned by other club members. Use common sense, 
restraint, and respect. Practice the leave no trace approach to the facilities by 
ensuring everything is as clean (or cleaner) than we found it, and all equipment is 
in good working order when we are finished. 

Site and Antenna Plan 

The basic site plan is shown below.   
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We expect the primary HF daytime bands to be 40m and 20m given recent 
propagation with 80m added at night.  We plan to have 80m-70cm available.   Several 
HF antennas will be available including: 

• 14AVQ 5-band vertical 

• 20m , 3 half-wave collinear approximately 105’ loadable on all bands 

• dipole, 5-band fan, 80m-10m 

• G5RV, 40-80m trap dipole, and possibly an L for 160m, will also be available 

The area east of the barn towards the line connecting points A and C is a level open 
field.  Antennas such as an HF vertical will be erected in this area.  The wire antenna(s) 
will be erected between the trees or using a tree as one point.   

The VHF antennas will be erected at the south end of the barn approximately 60’ from 
point A or a nearby area. 

The antenna plan is current as of the printing of this document.  Some alterations of 
this plan may be made.  If you have an antenna you would like to erect, please see the 
Field Day Chairman so that we can accommodate all requests with minimal impact on 
existing antennas. 

Operational Area 

We plan to operate two HF stations, one for phone and the other for CW and digital 
modes.  Additionally we plan to operate a VHF station, primarily on 6 and 2m FM and 
SSB. 

Stations will be located in the large room to the right of the door.   There is a finished 
room on the second floor and an area to the left of the door that can also be used. 

Using the radios 

Each station will have a cheat sheet with important information for the operators 
including instructions on how to operate the radio, how to operate the computer 
logging system with the radio, operation of the tuner, and more. Also, there will be a 
training session prior to the start of the contest by the station chief (who supplied the 
equipment) to ensure proper operation. 

Score submission 

At the conclusion of the contest logs from the station computers will be collected and 
coalesced into a single log for submission to the ARRL contest branch. In addition to 
the QSOs, other point-generating activities will also be tallied for this submission. 
There are a number of these point generating activities including: 

Copying the ARRL Field Day bulletins (100 points) 
Receiving a visitor from elected official (100 points) 
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Receiving a visitor from an agency such as the Red Cross or local law 
enforcement (100 points) 

Media publicity, or even the attempt to obtain publicity (100 points) 
Public information table (100 points) 
Message (NTS) to ARRL Section Manager (100 points) 
Message handling (10 points each up to 100 points) 
Satellite QSO (100 points) 
Alternate power bonus (100 points for 5 or more QSOs with solar, for 
example) 
Non-traditional modes (maximum of 300 points) 
GOTA (not being pursued this year) 
Web submission (50 points for sending your contest submission via the 
web) 
Youth participation (up to 100 points, 20 per person 18 years or younger 
making a QSO) 

PART will submit a log for this event, though it is decidedly not a goal of the event to 
generate a high score.  

The Field Day Chairman is responsible for score submission. 

PART Field Day 2008 Event Facilities 

On-air and Toolbox Talk activities will be held at K1ALL’s QTH, 282 E. Riding Dr., Carlisle.  
We will have the use of Alan’s “barn” which includes a large main room, additional small 
areas, and other amenities.  Talk-in on 146.955, PL 74.4. 

Direction to the Field Day Site: 

From 495 exit at Boston Road (exit 32), proceed South across Rt. 110 onto Carlisle Rd.  At the 
end, turn left onto Rt. 225.   Continue on Rt. 225 approximately 4 miles.  You will cross Rt. 27.  
At the Carlisle traffic circle, take the exit onto Bedford St.-Rt. 225 heading east and take a slight 
left onto East St. within 500 feet at the sign to Billerica.  Follow East St. about 1 mile and turn 
right on E. Riding Dr.  The driveway will be about ½ mile on your right.  If you come to 
Carriage Way, you have gone too far. 

Here’ a map link that should help: http://tinyurl.com/3j2ber 

And here’s a map that shows the Carlisle traffic circle and the Field day site: 
http://tinyurl.com/46ocp5 
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Parking 

Parking will be in a small lot at the head of the driveway, along the driveway, and on the 
street.  Because parking is limited, we ask that you put a card with your name on your 
dashboard so we can find you if we need to juggle vehicles. 

Lunch 

Lunch will be provided Saturday.   This will most likely be pizza and soft drinks.  

PART Supper 

Saturday supper will be a bar-b-que at the site.   Food will be provided and the approximate 
cost will be $10 per person. 

Beverages 

Soft drinks and water will be provided.  If you wish, you may bring small amounts of beer.  



PART of Westford                                                                               Field Day Manual  

 

6/24/2008 13 

Toolbox Talks 

The Toolbox Talks are the centerpiece of PART’s 2008 Field Day effort. A dozen talks will be 
presented on Saturday on topics relating to antennas, digital modes, basic knots, and 
contesting.  

There are two areas designated for most of the Toolbox Talks: the area to the left of the door 
and the field east of the barn.   The alternative location in case of bad weather will be the area 
inside to the left of the door or the room upstairs. 

Some Toolbox Talks must be held outside, even in bad weather.  We will do our best to 
provide a sheltered area. 

The scheduled Toolbox Talks and their presenters appear below. Please check the schedule 
board at the entrance for any last minute changes. 

How to build the new Carolina Windom antenna AB1HD  - Rich Crisafulli 

Demystifying Desense AA1VS  - Charles Suprin 

Quadrifilar Helix Antenna G3BVU  - John Beanland 

Ionosphere G3BVU  - John Beanland 

LT Spice KB1LZH - Peter Barbella 

Ham Radio and Linux KB1OIQ - Andy Stewart 

APRS and Digipeating KB8JDO - Andrew Barber 

Maritime Mobile Nets K1ALL  - Alan Lewis 

Knots N1BDA  - Steve Telsey 

Working Field Day Contest on the Air NE1RD  - B. Scott Andersen  

Contesting 101 NE1RD  - B. Scott Andersen 

Simple wire antenna properties and characteristics WA1KBE - Steve Rimsa 
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Appendix A: ARRL Field Day Rules for 2008 
 
1. Eligibility: Field Day is open to all amateurs in the areas covered by the ARRL/RAC Field Organizations and 

countries within IARU Region 2. DX stations residing in other regions may be contacted for credit, but are not 

eligible to submit entries.  

2. Object: To work as many stations as possible on any and all amateur bands (excluding the 60, 30, 17, and 12-

meter bands) and in doing so to learn to operate in abnormal situations in less than optimal conditions. A premium 

is placed on developing skills to meet the challenges of emergency preparedness as well as to acquaint the general 

public with the capabilities of Amateur Radio.  

3. Date and Time Period: Field Day is always the fourth full weekend of June, beginning at 1800 UTC 

Saturday and ending at 2100 UTC Sunday. Field Day 2008 will be held June 28-29, 2008.  

3.1. Class A and B (see below) stations that do not begin setting up until 1800 UTC on Saturday may operate the 

entire 27-hour Field Day period.  

3.2. Stations who begin setting up before 1800 UTC Saturday may work only 24 consecutive hours, commencing 

when on-the-air operations begin.  

3.3. No Class A or B station may begin their set-up earlier than 1800 UTC on the Friday preceding the Field Day 

period.  

4. Entry Categories: Field Day entries are classified according to the maximum number of simultaneously 

transmitted signals, followed by a designator indicating the nature of their individual or group participation. 

Twenty (20) transmitters maximum are eligible for the purpose of calculating bonus points (2,000 points 

maximum). However, additional transmitters may be used simultaneously in determining your entry category. 

Switching and simulcasting devices are prohibited. Bonus stations, such as the GOTA station and satellite 

station do not count towards determining the number of transmitters for the class and do not qualify for 

transmitter bonus points.  
4.1. (Class A) Club / non-club portable: Club or a non-club group of three or more persons set up specifically 

for Field Day. Such stations must be located in places that are not regular station locations and must not use 

facilities installed for permanent station use, or use any structure installed permanently for Field Day. A single 

licensee or trustee for the entry is responsible for the group entry. All equipment (including antennas) must lie 

within a circle whose diameter does not exceed 300 meters (1000 feet). To be listed as Class A, all contacts must 

be made with transmitter(s) and receiver(s) operating independent of commercial power mains. Entrants whom for 

any reason operate a transmitter or receiver from a commercial main for one or more contacts will be listed 

separately as Class A-Commercial.  

4.1.1. Get-On-The-Air (GOTA) Station. Any Class A (or F) entry whose transmitter classification is two or 

more transmitters may also operate one additional station without changing its base entry category, known as the 

GET-ON-THE-AIR (GOTA) station. This GOTA station may operate on any Field Day band, HF or VHF, 

but is limited to one transmitted signal at any time.  
4.1.1.1. This station must use a different callsign from the primary Field Day station. The GOTA station must use 

the same callsign for the duration of the event regardless if operators change. The GOTA station uses the same 

exchange as its parent.  
4.1.1.2. The GOTA station may be operated by any person licensed since the previous year’s Field Day, 

regardless of license class. It may also be operated by a generally inactive licensee. Non-licensed persons 

may participate under the direct supervision of an appropriate control operator. A list of operators and 

participants must be included on the required summary sheet to ARRL HQ.  

4.1.1.2.1. A person who operated a GOTA station the previous year is ineligible to be a GOTA operator.  

4.1.1.3. As per FCC rules, this station must have a valid control operator present if operating beyond the 

license privileges of the participant using the station.  
4.1.1.4. The maximum transmitter output power for the GOTA station shall be 150 watts. If the primary Field Day 

group is claiming the QRP multiplier level of 5, the maximum transmitter output power of the GOTA station may 

not exceed 5 watts.  

4.1.1.5. A maximum of 500 QSOs made by this station may be claimed for credit by its primary Field Day 

operation. In addition, bonus points may be earned by this station under rule 7.3.13.  
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4.1.1.6. The GOTA station may operate on any Field Day band. Only one transmitted signal is allowed from 

the GOTA station at any time.  
4.1.1.7. The GOTA station does not affect the additional VHF/UHF station provided for under Field Day Rule 

4.1.2. for Class A stations.  

4.1.1.8. Participants are reminded that non-licensed participants working under the direction of a valid control 

operator may only communicate with other W/VE stations or with stations in countries with which the US has 

entered a third-party agreement.  

4.1.1.9. The GOTA station does not qualify as an additional transmitter when determining the number of 

transmitters eligible for the 100-point emergency power bonus under Rule 7.3.1.  
4.1.2. Free VHF Station: Any Class A entry whose category is two or more transmitters may also operate one 

additional transmitter if it operates exclusively on any bands or combination of bands above 50 MHz 

(VHF/UHF) without changing its basic entry classification. This station does not qualify for a 100-point bonus 

as an additional transmitter. This station may be operated for the clubs Field Day period and all contacts count 

for QSO credit. It is operated using the primary callsign and exchange of the main Field Day group and is separate 

and distinct from the GOTA station.  

4.2. (Class A - Battery) Club / non-club portable: Club or non-club group of three or more persons set up 

specifically for Field Day. All contacts must be made using an output power of 5 Watts or less and the power 

source must be something other than commercial power mains or motor-driven generator (e.g.: batteries, solar 

cells, water-driven generator). Other provisions are the same for regular Class A. Class AB is eligible for a GOTA 

station if GOTA requirements are met.  

4.3. (Class B) One or two person portable: A Field Day station set up and operated by no more than two 

persons. Other provisions are the same for Class A except it is not eligible for a GOTA or free VHF station. One 

and two person Class B entries will be listed separately.  

4.4. (Class B - Battery) One or two person portable: A Field Day station set up and operated by no more than 

two persons. All contacts must be made using an output power of 5 Watts or less and the power source must be 

something other than commercial mains or motor-driven generator. Other provisions are the same for Class A 

except it is not eligible for a GOTA or free VHF station. One and two person Class B - Battery entries will be 

listed separately.  

4.5. (Class C) Mobile: Stations in vehicles capable of operating while in motion and normally operated in this 

manner. This includes maritime and aeronautical mobile. If the Class C station is being powered from a car battery 

or alternator, it qualifies for emergency power but does not qualify for the multiplier of 5, as the alternator/battery 

system constitutes a motor-driven generating system.  

4.6. (Class D) Home stations: Stations operating from permanent or licensed station locations using commercial 

power. Class D stations may only count contacts made with Class A, B, C, E and F Field Day stations.  

4.7. (Class E) Home stations - Emergency power: Same as Class D, but using emergency power for transmitters 

and receivers. Class E may work all Field Day stations.  

4.8. (Class F) Emergency Operations Centers (EOC): An amateur radio station at an established EOC activated 

by a club or non-club group. Class F operation must take place at an established EOC site. Stations may utilize 

equipment and antennas temporarily or permanently installed at the EOC for the event. Entries will be reported 

according to number of transmitters in simultaneous operation. Class F stations are eligible for a GOTA and free 

VHF station at Class 2F and above.  

4.8.1. For Field Day purposes, an Emergency Operations Center (EOC) is defined as a facility  

established by:  

a) a Federal, State, County, City or other Civil Government, agency or administrative entity; or,  

b) a Chapter of a national or international served agency (such as American Red Cross or Salvation Army) with 

which your local group has an established operating arrangement;  

c) A private company EOC does not qualify for Class F status unless approved.  

4.8.2. Planning of a Class F operation must take place in conjunction and cooperation with the staff of the EOC 

being activated.  

4.8.3. Other provisions not covered are the same as Class A.  

4.8.4. A Class F station may claim the emergency power bonus if emergency power is available at the EOC site.  

4.8.4.1. The emergency power source must be tested during the Field Day period but you are not required 

to run the Class F operation under emergency power.  
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5. Exchange: Stations in ARRL / RAC sections will exchange their Field Day operating Class and ARRL / RAC 

section. Example: a three transmitter class A station in Connecticut which also has a GOTA station and the extra 

VHF station would send "3A CT" on CW or "3 Alpha Connecticut" on Phone. DX stations send operating class 

and the term DX (i.e. 2A DX).  

6. Miscellaneous Rules:  
6.1. A person may not contact for QSO credit any station from which they also participate.  

6.2. A transmitter/receiver/transceiver used to contact one or more Field Day stations may not subsequently be 

used under any other callsign to participate in Field Day. Family stations are exempt provided the subsequent 

callsign used is issued to and used by a different family member.  

6.3. Phone, CW and Digital (non-CW) modes on a band are considered as separate bands. A station may be 

worked only once per band under this rule.  

6.4. All voice contacts are equivalent.  

6.5. All non-CW digital contacts are equivalent.  

6.6. Cross-band contacts are not permitted (Satellite QSOs cross-band contacts are exempted).  

6.7. The use of more than one transmitter at the same time on a single band-mode is prohibited. Exception: a 

dedicated GOTA station may operate as prescribed in Rule 4.1.  

6.8. No repeater contacts are allowed.  

6.9. Batteries may be charged while in use. Except for Class D stations, the batteries must be charged from a 

power source other than commercial power mains. To claim the power multiplier of five, the batteries must be 

charged from something other than a motor driven generator or commercial mains.  

6.10. All stations for a single entry must be operated under one callsign, except when a dedicated GOTA station is 

operated as provided under Field Day Rule 4.1.1. it uses a single, separate callsign.  

7. Scoring: Scores are based on the total number of QSO points times the power multiplier corresponding to the 

highest power level under which any contact was made during the Field Day period plus the bonus points.  

7.1. QSO Points  
7.1.1. Phone contacts count one point each.  

7.1.2. CW contacts count two points each.  

7.1.3. Digital contacts count two points each.  

7.2. Power multipliers: The power multiplier that applies is determined by the highest power output of any of the 

transmitters used during the Field Day operation.  

7.2.1. If all contacts are made using a power of 5 Watts or less and if a power source other than commercial mains 

or motor-driven generator is used (batteries, solar cells, water-driven generator), the power multiplier is 5 (five).  

7.2.2. If all contacts are made using a power of 5 Watts or less, but the power source is from a commercial main or 

from a motor-driven generator, the power multiplier is 2. If batteries are charged during the Field Day period using 

commercial mains or a motor-driven generator the power multiplier is 2 (two).  

7.2.3. If any or all contacts are made using an output power up to 150 Watts or less, the power multiplier is 2 

(two).  

7.2.4. If any or all contacts are made using an output power greater than 150 Watts, the power multiplier is 1 

(one).  

7.2.5. The power multiplier for an entry is determined by the maximum output power used by any transmitter used 

to complete any contact during the event. (Example: a group has one QRP station running 3 Watts and a second 

station running 100 Watts, the power multiplier of 2 applies to all contacts made by the entire operation).  

7.3. Bonus Points: All stations are eligible for certain bonus points, depending on their entry class. The 

following bonus points will be added to the score, after the multiplier is applied, to determine the final Field Day 

score. Bonus points will be applied only when the claim is made on the summary sheet and any proof required 

accompanies the entry or is received via email or normal mail delivery.  

7.3.1. 100% Emergency Power: 100 points per transmitter classification if all contacts are made only using an 

emergency power source up to a total of 20 transmitters (maximum 2,000 points.) GOTA station and free VHF 

Station for Class A and F entries do not qualify for bonus point credit and should not be included in the 

club’s transmitter total. All transmitting equipment at the site must operate from a power source completely 

independent of the commercial power mains to qualify. (Example: a club operating 3 transmitters plus a GOTA 

station and using 100% emergency power receives 300 bonus points.) Available to Classes A, B, C, E, and F.  
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7.3.2. Media Publicity: 100 bonus points may be earned for attempting to obtain publicity from the local media. 

A copy of the press release, or a copy of the actual media publicity received (newspaper article, etc) must be 

submitted to claim the points. Available to all Classes.  

7.3.3. Public Location: 100 bonus points for physically locating the Field Day operation in a public place (i.e. 

shopping center, park, school campus, etc). The intent is for amateur radio to be on display to the public. 

Available to Classes A, B and F.  
7.3.4. Public Information Table: 100 bonus points for a Public Information Table at the Field Day site. The 

purpose is to make appropriate handouts and information available to the visiting public at the site. A copy of a 

visitor's log, copies of club handouts or photos is sufficient evidence for claiming this bonus. Available to Classes 

A, B and F.  
7.3.5. Message Origination to Section Manager: 100 bonus points for origination of a National Traffic System 

(NTS) style formal message to the ARRL Section Manager or Section Emergency Coordinator by your group 

from its site. You should include the club name, number of participants, Field Day location, and number of ARES 

operators involved with your station. The message must be transmitted during the Field Day period and a fully 

serviced copy of it must be included in your submission, in standard ARRL NTS format, or no credit will be 

given. The Section Manager message is separate from the messages handled in Rule 7.3.6. and may not be claimed 

for bonus points under that rule. Available to all Classes.  

7.3.6. Message Handling: 10 points for each formal NTS style originated, relayed or received and delivered 

during the Field Day period, up to a maximum of 100 points (ten messages). Properly serviced copies of each 

message must be included with the Field Day report. The message to the ARRL SM or SEC under Rule 7.3.6. 

does not be count towards the total of 10 for this bonus. Available to all Classes. All NTS messages claimed 

for bonus points must leave or enter the site via amateur radio RF.  
7.3.7. Satellite QSO: 100 bonus points for successfully completing at least one QSO via an amateur radio satellite 

during the Field Day period. "General Rules for All ARRL Contests" (Rule 3.7.2.), (the no-repeater QSO 

stipulation) is waived for satellite QSOs. Groups are allowed one dedicated satellite transmitter station without 

increasing their entry category. Satellite QSOs also count for regular QSO credit. Show them listed separately on 

the summary sheet as a separate "band." You do not receive an additional bonus for contacting different satellites, 

though the additional QSOs may be counted for QSO credit unless prohibited under Rule 7.3.7.1. The QSO must 

be between two Earth stations through a satellite. Available to Classes A, B, and F.  

7.3.7.1 Stations are limited to one (1) completed QSO on any single channel FM satellite.  

7.3.8. Alternate Power: 100 bonus points for Field Day groups making a minimum of five QSOs without using 

power from commercial mains or petroleum driven generator. This means an "alternate" energy source of power, 

such as solar, wind, methane or water. This includes batteries charged by natural means (not dry cells). The natural 

power transmitter counts as an additional transmitter. If you do not wish to increase your operating category, you 

should take one of your other transmitters off the air while the natural power transmitter is in operation. A separate 

list of natural power QSOs should be submitted with your entry. Available to Classes A, B, E, and F.  

7.3.9. W1AW Bulletin: 100 bonus points for copying the special Field Day bulletin transmitted by W1AW (or 

K6KPH) during its operating schedule during the Field Day weekend (listed in this rules announcement). An 

accurate copy of the message is required to be included in your Field Day submission. (Note: The Field Day 

bulletin must be copied via amateur radio. It will not be included in Internet bulletins sent out from Headquarters 

and will not be posted to Internet BBS sites.) Available to all Classes.  

7.3.10. Educational activity bonus: One (1) 100-point bonus may be claimed if your Field Day operation 

includes a specific educational-related activity. The activity can be diverse and must be related to amateur 

radio. It must be some type of formal activity. It can be repeated frequently during the Field Day period but 

only one bonus is earned. For more information consult the FAQ in the complete Field Day packet. 

Available to Classes A & F entries and available clubs or groups operating from a club station in class D 

and E with 3 or more participants.  
7.3.11. Site Visitation by an elected governmental official: One (1) 100-point bonus may be claimed if your 

Field Day site is visited by an elected government official as the result of an invitation issued by your group. 

Available to all Classes.  
7.3.12. Site Visitation by a representative of an agency: One (1) 100-point bonus may be claimed if your Field 

Day site is visited by a representative of an agency served by ARES in your  
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local community (American Red Cross, Salvation Army, local Emergency Management, law enforcement, etc) as 

the result of an invitation issued by your group. ARRL officials (SM, SEC, DEC, EC, etc) do not qualify for this 

bonus. Available to all Classes.  

7.3.13. GOTA Bonus. Class A and F stations operating a GOTA station may earn the following bonus 

points:  

7.3.13.1. When a GOTA operator successfully completes 20 QSOs, they receive 20 bonus points. Upon 

reaching an additional 20 QSOs the same operator receives a second 20 bonus points, up to a maximum of 

100 Bonus points per GOTA operator. An operator may make more than 100 QSOs but the QSOs over 100 

do not qualify for an additional bonus.  

7.3.13.1.1. Additional GOTA operators may earn the GOTA bonus points under this rule, up to the 

maximum of 500 bonus points. (Remember that there is a 500-QSO limit for the GOTA station. But no 

single GOTA operator may earn more than 100 of the GOTA bonus points except as provided in 7.3.13.2.  

7.3.13.1.2. A single GOTA operator must complete all 20 QSOs required before the bonus is earned. There 

is no “partial credit” for making only a portion of the 20 QSOs or “pooling” QSOs between operators.  

7.3.13.2. If a GOTA station is supervised full-time by a GOTA Coach, the bonus points earned for each 20 

QSOs completed under Rule 7.3.13.1 will be doubled.  

7.3.13.2.1. The GOTA Coach supervises the operator of the station, doing such things as answering 

questions and talking them through contacts, but may not make QSOs or perform logging functions.  

7.3.13.2.2. To qualify for this bonus, there must be a designated GOTA Coach present and supervising the 

GOTA station at all times it is being operated.  
7.3.14. Web submission. A 50-point bonus may be claimed by a group submitting their Field Day entry via the 

www.b4h.net/cabforms web site. Available to all Classes.  

7.3.15. Field Day Youth Participation.  
7.3.15.1. A 20-point bonus (maximum of 100) may be earned by any Class A, C, D, E, or F group for each 

participant age 18 or younger at your Field Day operation that completes at least one QSO.  

7.3.15.2. For a 1-person Class B station, a 20-point bonus is earned if the operator is age 18 or younger. For a 2-

person Class B station, a 20-point bonus is earned for each operator age 18 or younger (maximum of 40 points.) 

Keep in mind that Class B is only a 1 or 2 person operation. This bonus does not allow the total number of 

participants in Class B to exceed 1 or 2.  

8. Reporting:  

8.1. Entries may be submitted to the ARRL in one of three ways:  

8.1.1. Via Field Day Web Submission Applet site at www.b4h.net/cabforms/;  

8.1.2. Via email to fieldday@arrl.org; or  

8.1.3. Via land postal or delivery service to Field Day Entries, 225 Main St, Newington, CT 06111.  

8.2. Entries must be postmarked, emailed or submitted by July 28, 2008. Late entries cannot be accepted.  
8.3. A complete Field Day Web Applet Submission site entry consists of:  

8.3.1. An official ARRL summary sheet which is completed on the site;  

8.3.2. Supporting information must be emailed to fieldday@arrl.org or submitted by land service. Supporting 

information must include:  

8.3.2.1. An attached list of stations worked by band/mode during the Field Day period (dupe sheet or an 

alpha/numeric list sorted by band and mode); and  

8.3.2.2. Proof of all bonus points claimed (copies of visitor logs, press releases, NTS messages handled, 

photographs, etc).  

8.4. A complete non-applet email submission consists of:  

8.4.1. An electronic copy of an ARRL summary sheet completely and accurately filled out;  

8.4.2. An attached list of stations worked by band/mode during the Field Day period (dupe sheet or an 

alpha/numeric list sorted by band and mode); and  
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8.4.3. Proofs of bonus points claimed (copies of visitor logs, press releases, NTS messages handled, photographs, 

etc).  

8.5. A complete land postal or delivery non-electronic submission consists of:  

8.5.1. A complete and accurate ARRL summary sheet;  

8.5.2. An accompanying list of stations worked by band/mode during the Field Day period (dupe sheet or an 

alpha/numeric list sorted by band and mode); and  

8.5.3. Proofs of bonus points claimed (copies of visitor logs, press releases, NTS messages handled, photographs, 

etc).  

8.6. Complete station logs are not required for submission. The club should maintain log files for one year 

in case they are requested by ARRL HQ.  

8.7. Cabrillo format log files are not required for Field Day entries. They will be accepted in lieu of the dupe 

sheets but do not substitute for a summary sheet.  
8.8. Digital images of proof of bonus points are acceptable.  

8.9. Electronic submissions are considered signed when submitted.  

9. Miscellaneous:  
9.1. The schedule of bulletin times for W1AW is included in this announcement. While W1AW does not have 

regular bulletins on weekends, the Field Day message will be sent according to the schedule included with this 

announcement. The W1AW bulletins will be transmitted on the regular W1AW frequencies listed in QST. The 

PSK31 bulletin will be transmitted on the W1AW teleprinter frequencies.  

9.1.2. The special Field Day bulletin will be transmitted from station K6KPH on the West Coast as included in the 

bulletin schedule.  

9.2. See "General Rules for All ARRL Contests," "General Rules for All ARRL Contests on Bands Below 30 

MHz," and "General Rules for All ARRL Contests on Bands Above 50 MHz" for additional rules 

(www.arrl.org/contests/forms ) that may cover situations not covered in these Field Day rules.  

9.3. Remember that the national simplex FM calling frequency of 146.52 MHz should not be used for making 

Field Day contacts.  

9.4. The complete Field Day information package may be obtained by:  

9.4.1. Sending a SASE with 5 units of postage to: Field Day Information Package, ARRL, 225 Main St., 

Newington, CT 06111; or  

9.4.2. By downloading from the Contest Branch home page at: www.arrl.org/contests/forms  

9.5. For more Field Day information/questions contact: fdinfo@arrl.org or phone (860) 594-0236  
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Appendix B: 2008 W1AW FIELD DAY BULLETIN 

 

Day   Mode   Eastern        
 
FRIDAY    CW   8:00 PM   
 Teleprinter    9:00 PM  
 Phone      9:45 PM  
 CW    11:00 PM  
 
SATURDAY  CW  10:00 AM  
 Phone   11:00 AM  
 CW     8:00 PM  
 Teleprinter    9:00 PM  
 Phone    9:45 PM  
 
SUNDAY  CW 10:00 AM  
 Phone  11:00 AM  
 PSK31  12:00 PM  

 

W1AW will operate on the regularly published frequencies.  
 
The special PSK31 bulletin will be transmitted on the regular W1AW frequencies.  
 
CW frequencies are 1.8175, 3.5815, 7.0475, 14.0475, 18.0975, 21.0675, 28.0675 and 147.555 MHz.  
 
Teleprinter frequencies are 3597.5, 7.095, 14.095, 18.1025, 21.095, 28.095 and 147.555 MHz 
(includes PSK31).  
 
Phone frequencies are 1.855, 3.990, 7.290, 14.290, 18.160, 21.390, 28.590 and 147.555 MHz.  
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Appendix C: RECOGNITION 

Field Day is a large event to plan and there were many people who worked together to 
make it a success.  This page recognizes some of these people for their contributions.   
If I missed anyone, please accept my sincere apologies. 

Alan Lewis, K1ALL, for the generous use of his facilities for Field Day operations 
including the Saturday cookout. 

Field Day Staff members who assisted with the planning and execution of this event. 

B. Scott Andersen, NE1RD, for taking on the responsibility for the Toolbox Talks and for 
mentoring the current Field Day Chairman. 
 
Station chiefs Alan Lewis, K1ALL, Bryce Salmi, KB1LQC, Brent Salmi, KB1LQD, Rich 
Crisafulli, AB1HD,  Steve Rimsa, WA1KBE, Allison Parent, KB1GMX, and Rick Green, 
W1RAG, and Ernie Bauer, N1AEW, for use of their equipment for this event. 
 
Alan Hicks, KD1D, for mentoring the manual antenna tuner workshop. 
 
Steve Rimsa, WA1KBE, Allison Parent, KB1GMX, Alan Hicks, KD1D, and John Beanland, 
G3BVU (aka  AA1YE) for providing antennas. 
 
Andy Stewart, KB1OIQ, for overseeing logging and all that entails. 
 
Charles Suprin, AA1VS, for serving as our Safety Officer. 

Toolbox Talk presenters: 

� AB1HD  - Rich Crisafulli 
� AA1VS  - Charles Suprin 
� G3BVU  - John Beanland 
� KB1LZH - Peter Barbella 
� KB1OIQ - Andy Stewart 
� KB8JDO - Andrew Barber 
� K1ALL  - Alan Lewis 
� N1BDA  - Steve Telsey 
� NE1RD  - B. Scott Andersen  
� WA1KBE - Steve Rimsa 

for their generous contributions as elmers. 

A special thank you to B. Scott Andersen (NE1RD) upon whose work last year this 
manual is largely based and in some cases outright copied.  If imitation is indeed the 
sincerest form of flattery, I hope you are flattered.  

And finally, Bo Budinger, WA1QYM, President, and the members of PART, who 
make the club the success it is! 


